
Bridge the Gap 
Summer Activity Workbook 

Third Grade 
Dear Families, 

The PTO is very pleased to be able to offer our òBridge the Gapó workbook to every child at Parrõs Ridge and Mt. Airy 

Elementary Schools. This workbook has been designed by the Mt. Airy Elementary teachers to help your child prepare for the types 

of activities and learning experiences that they can expect in the next grade level.  

Research shows that most students lose about two monthsõ worth of skills during the summer months.  You can help stop this 

from happening!  Following are review activities for June, July, and August.  For each week there are five math and five language arts 

questions, problems, or activities for your child to do at home that will help to review the concepts covered during the school year.  

These concepts will be built upon as your child enters the next grade level.  It is suggested by your childõs teacher that your child 

works each day to review and talk about the concepts with a family member.  Encourage your child to explain to you what they know 

and to show their thinking by using words, numbers, and pictures. The ELA texts, questions, resources, and links to websites are being 

shared in this Bridge the Gap Workbook. If you are ever unable to access a computer to complete Fridayõs activity, you may read for 

twenty minutes instead. J  

Please initial each block on the Bridge the Gap chart as your child completes each task.  Your initials will indicate that your 

child not only did the task, but that you also talked about it together and/or looked at their work to see that they solved it correctly. 

Your child is encouraged to return the chart to his or her new teacher by the second week of school with all of the activities initialed. 

All students that turn in a completed Bridge the Gap chart will receive special recognition. 

We would like to mention that this activity, like many others at Parr's Ridge and Mt. Airy Elementary, is completely sponsored 

by YOUR PTO. Enjoy this activity workbook, and we hope your child will be excited about a new school year. 

 

          Thank you,  

 Your MAES -Parrõs PTO 

 

 

  



Name________________________________   3
rd
 grade Teacher______________________ 

Bridge the Gap Completion Chart 
As your child completes each activity, initial in the correct box below.   

 

Week 1 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 2 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 3 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 4 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 5 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 6 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 7 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 8 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 9 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 10 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

  



 

 

Third Grade Social Studies Units: 

¶ Carroll County 

¶ Economics 

¶ Regions 

 

Third Grade Science Units: 

¶ Environmental Issue Investigation 

¶ A Work in Process 

¶ A Road Trip Across Maryland 

¶ Physical Science 

Practice your skills using the following websites: 

Math:  Continue to practice math facts and other math skills 

o https://firstinmath.com  Your child will enter their User ID and password to login. 

Typing:  
o https://www.typingclub.com/  

o https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/typing60?  

Reading, grammar, phonics through ConnectED: 
o https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do Your childõs username and password are BOTH your childõs 

active directory login followed by a cc. For example, if your childõs login is EMB1234, his/her ConnectED username 

AND password will be emb1234cc. 

o How-to guides for accessing ConnectED: 

https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/Reading.aspx  

o Notes:  

o ConnectED access will continue until August 15 th.  

o After clicking on the picture of the student book, access leveled readers and games by clicking on 

òResources.ó 

Word Work (Phonics, High Frequency Words, Spelling, Vocabulary, and Grammar)  
o https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx  

Recommended Reading Lists 
o http://kids.carr.org/learning/readinglist.asp  

o https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/parents/Pages/HowToHelpYourReader.aspx 

 

 

https://firstinmath.com/
https://www.typingclub.com/
https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/typing60
https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/Reading.aspx
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx
http://kids.carr.org/learning/readinglist.asp
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/parents/Pages/HowToHelpYourReader.aspx


 

 

Third Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

1 

 

 
Creative Writing 

What is happening in 

this picture?  Write a 

paragraph to describe 

what is happening and 

how these people found 

themselves in this 

situation. Be sure to 

include an introduction, 

at least 3 details and a 

conclusion. 

 

Read A Tricky Monkey. 

Answer the questions by 

referring back to the 

text. 

 

 

 

Reread A Tricky 

Monkey.  Write a 

descriptive paragraph 

describing Kojo.  Be 

sure to include an 

introduction, 3 details 

and a conclusion. 

Use the sight word list 

to help with spelling. 

 

Write a paragraph about 

how the story would 

have been different if 

the other monkeys did 

not forgive Kojo.  Be 

sure to include an 

introduction, 3 details 

and a conclusion. 

Use the sight word list 

to help with spelling. 

 

 

Time to practice your 

keyboarding skills!!!! 

 

Choose a website to 

practice typing.  

 

Typing club 

 

Other games  

 

 

Draw an array to 

represent 3 + 3 + 3 = 9 

 

Write all of the math 

facts you know that 

equal 10 in two minutes. 

 

Draw the number 365 

using pictures of 

hundreds, tens, and 

ones. 

 

What is the value of the 

7 in the number below? 

 

472 

 

For the class party, there 

are a total of 75 hot dogs 

and hamburgers being 

grilled. How many 

might be hot dogs and 

how many might be 

hamburgers? 

 

 

 

 

https://www.typingclub.com/
https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/typing60
http://www.pappupopat.com/most-interesting-perspective/


 

 

Third Grade Bridge the Gap 
 

Week 

2 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Your house is suddenly 

upside down!  Write a 

story about what it 

would be like to live in 

your house when it is 

upside down.  Be sure to 

include an introduction, 

at least 3 details and a 

conclusion. 

 

Read The Shepherd Boy 

and the Wolf. 

Answer the questions by 

referring back to the 

text. 

 

 

 

Reread The Shepherd 

Boy and the Wolf.  

Answer the following 

question in writing: 

How might the boy be 

feeling at the end of the 

story?  Support your 

answer with evidence 

from the text. 

Use the sight word list 

to help with spelling. 

 

 

Reread The Shepherd 

Boy and the Wolf.  

Answer the following 

question in writing: 

Do you agree with the 

Shepherd Boy's 

actions?  Why or why 

not?  Use evidence from 

the text to support your 

answer. 

Use the sight word list 

to help with spelling. 

 

 

 

Log onto ConnectEd.  

Select a book to read for 

enjoyment and play a 

game. 

 

Decide if each equation 

is true or false and 

explain why. 

3 + 4 = 15 + 8 

 

6 + 3 + 4 = 5 + 7 

 

14 ï 7 = 3 + 2 + 1 

 

Add: 

 

527 + 231 = 

 

Write all the odd 

numbers between 20 and 

40. 

 

What time is shown on 

the clock? 

 

 

There are 35 people in 

line to ride the Zipper. 

There are 42 people in 

line to ride the Claw. 

How many more people 

are in line for the Claw? 

 

 

 

 

 

https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do
http://matadornetwork.com/life/photo-essay-20-of-the-most-unique-homes-ever-built/


 

 

Third Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

3 

 

 
Creative Writing 

What is happening?  

Write a story to tell what 

is happening to the boy 

in this picture. Be sure 

to include an 

introduction, at least 3 

details and a conclusion. 

 

Reread A Tricky Monkey 

and The Shepherd Boy.  

Make a Venn Diagram 

to Compare and 

Contrast the two stories. 

 

 

Practice Spelling Sight 

Words 

 

Practice finding closed 

syllable and vowel-

consonant-e words in 

the stories you read this 

week. Make a list of 

words you found. Use 

the syllable chart at the 

end of this document as 

needed.  

 

Log onto a word work 

game on the computer.  

Spend some time on 

working on phonics, 

high frequency words, 

spelling, grammar, 

and/or vocabulary.  
 

 

Write the number 639 in 

expanded form. 

 

Grab a handful of coins. 

Count the total amount. 

 

Skip count by twos: 

 

74, 76, ___, ___, ___ 

 

At Samôs 4
th
 of July 

picnic, there are 27 

people. Is this an even 

or odd number of 

guests? Show your 

thinking. 

 

Show 4:45 on the clock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx
http://playtivities.com/forced-perspective-fun-pictures-at-the-beach/


 

 

Third Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

4 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Why is this man yelling?  

What could have 

happened?  Write a story 

about why the man is so 

angry. Be sure to 

include an introduction, 

at least 3 details and a 

conclusion. 

 

Read Seeds Need to 

Move.  Answer the 

questions.  Refer back to 

the text for your 

answers. 

 

Reread Seeds Need to 

Move.  Answer the 

following question in 

writing: 

Why do seeds need 

room in order to grow? 
Use evidence from the 

text to support your 

answer. 

Use the sight word list 

to help with spelling. 

 

 

Read these sentences 

from the text: 

Many hitchhiker seeds 

are prickly .  They have 

tiny rows of hooks. 

What does the word 

prickly  mean? 

 

Time to practice your 

keyboarding skills!!!! 

 

Choose a website to 

practice typing.  

 

Typing club 

 

Other games  

 

 

Decide if each 

comparison is true or 

false and explain why. 

 

320 > 30 + 200 

 

7 hundreds < 677 

 

You have 159 flags. If 

you bundle them in 

groups of tens, how 

many left over flags will 

you have? 

 

How many people are in 

your family? _____ 

How many fingers and 

toes does your family 

have altogether? _____ 

(hint: count by 5ôs or 

10ôs) 

 

Write all the doubles 

facts for addition and 

subtraction. 

 

You had $87. You got 

$10 from your aunt and 

$10 from your 

grandfather. How much 

money do you have 

now? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.typingclub.com/
https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/typing60
http://www.onislam.net/english/family/your-society/self-development/450195-controlling-anger-an-islamic-approach.html


 

 

Third Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

5 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Imagine you found a 

message in a bottle. 

Write a paragraph to 

describe what the 

message says. Be sure to 

include an introduction, 

at least 3 details and a 

conclusion. 

 
Read What Do Plants 

Need? Answer the 

questions.  Refer back to 

the text to support your 

answers. 

 
Reread What Do Plants 

Need? 

Summarize how a pant 

makes its own food by 

writing at least 5 

sentences in sequential 

order. Be sure to 

include an introduction, 

3 details and a 

conclusion. 

Use the sight word list 

to help with spelling. 

 

 
Read these sentences 

from the text: 

The leaves use water, 

light, energy, and a gas 

called carbon dioxide to 

make glucose.  Refer 

back to the text to find 

the meaning of the word 

glucose? 

 

Log onto ConnectEd.  

Select a book to read for 

enjoyment and play a 

game. 

 

Compare the numbers: 

 

654 _____ 546 

 

Add: 

 

615 + 274 = _____ 

 

You have a pack of 10 

straws. How many more 

packs do you need to 

have 130 straws? 

 

Lisa baked 36 cookies. 

Her brother ate 6 of 

them, and she gave 8 of 

them to her friend. How 

many cookies does she 

have now? 

 

Show three different 

ways to make 50 cents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do
http://www.charter.net/


 

 

Third Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

6 

 

 
 

Creative Writing 

What is happening here 

when a hunter comes out 

of his tent?  What does 

he do next?  Write a 

paragraph to tell the 

story of this picture.  Be 

sure to include an 

introduction, at least 3 

details and a conclusion. 

 

Reread Seeds Need to 

Move and What Do 

Plants Need.  Answer 

the following question 

in writing:  

What are three things 

that are needed in 

order for a seed to 

grow into a grown up 

plant?  Use information 

from both texts to 

support your response. 

Use the sight word list 

to help with spelling. 

 

 

Practice Spelling Sight 

Words 

 

Practice finding open 

and final consonant -le 

words in the texts you 

read this week. Make a 

list of words you found. 

Use the syllable chart at 

the end of this document 

as needed.  

 

Log onto a word work 

game on the computer.  

Spend some time on 

working on phonics, 

high frequency words, 

spelling, grammar, 

and/or vocabulary.  
 

 

Draw a pentagon. How 

many sides and angles 

does it have? 

 

Draw an array with 5 

rows and 4 columns. 

Write a repeated 

addition number 

sentence that represents 

your array. 

 

Combine 463 and 276 to 

find the sum. Use 

models, drawings, or an 

equation to solve. 

 

Skip count by twos: 

 

37, 39, ____, ____, ____ 

 

Write a 2-digit addition 

story problem and ask a 

family member to solve 

it. 

 

https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx
http://www.viralnova.com/having-bad-day/


 

 

Third Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

7 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Imagine you are fishing 

and your hook gets 

caught on something.  

When you pull on your 

fishing rod, a car comes 

to the surface.  Write a 

paragraph that tells 

about your reaction and 

what you do next. Be 

sure to include an 

introduction, at least 3 

details and a conclusion. 

 

Read the text, Erosion.  

Answer the questions.  

Refer back to the text for 

your answers. 

Use the High Frequency 

word list to help with 

spelling. 

 

 

Reread Erosion and 

Answer the following 

question in writing: 

Imagine a beach with 

big waves and several 

large rocks along its 

shore. 

What might change 

about that beach in 500 

years?  Support your 

answer with evidence 

from the article. 

Use the High Frequency 

word list to help with 

spelling. 

 

 

Reread Erosion.  

Answer the following 

question in writing: 

How does the picture 

in the article help the 

reader understand the 

information in the 

text? Use evidence from 

the text to support your 

answer. 

Use the High Frequency 

word list to help with 

spelling. 

 

 

Time to practice your 

keyboarding skills!!!! 

 

Choose a website to 

practice typing.  

 

Typing club 

 

Other games  

 

 

Your family got 3 pizzas 

for dinner. One is cut 

into thirds, one is cut 

into fourths, and one is 

cut into halves.  Draw a 

picture of each pizza. 

 

On the clock below, 

show 2:25. 

 

 

 

How many ways can 

you partition a rectangle 

into fourths? 

 

 

Explain to someone how 

you would solve these 

math facts: 

7 + 8 = 

8 + 6 = 

9 + 5 = 

5 + 4 = 

 

Skip count backwards 

by tens: 

 

94, 84, ____, ____, ____ 

 
 

https://www.typingclub.com/
https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/typing60
http://www.worth1000.com/contests/15832/literalisms-6


 

 

o  

 

Week 

8 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Imagine you have a pet 

cat and a pet bird.  You 

come home and find 

your cat in your birdôs 

cage.  Write a story to 

tell how this has 

happened.  Be sure to 

include an introduction, 

at least 3 details and a 

conclusion. 

 

Read the text, 

Avalanche.  Answer the 

questions.  Refer back to 

the text for your 

answers. 

 

Reread Erosion and 

Answer the following 

question in writing: 

 Would an avalanche 

be more dangerous 

near the top of the 

mountain or the 

bottom?  Support your 

answer with evidence 

from the article.  

Use the sight word list 

to help with spelling. 

 

 

How does the picture 

in the article help the 

reader understand the 

information in the 

text?  Create a caption 

for the picture.  

Use the text and sight 

word list to help with 

spelling. 

 

 

Log onto ConnectEd.  

Select a book to read for 

enjoyment and play a 

game. 

 

You have 30 cherry ice 

pops. You have 16 more 

grape ice pops. How 

many ice pops do you 

have altogether? 

 

Grab a handful of coins 

and count to find the 

total amount. Do you 

have enough money to 

buy 2 packs of gum that 

cost 42¢ each? 

 

Mitch has the following 

coins in his pocket: 2 

quarters, 3 nickels, 2 

dimes, and 4 pennies. 

How much money does 

Mitch have in his 

pocket? 

 

What are the missing 

numbers? 

 

20 + 7 + ___ = 527 

 

___ = 60 + 4 + 300 

 

400 + ___ + 0 = 489 

 

If 12 inches are in one 

foot, how many inches 

are in two feet? 

https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do
https://coolrain44.wordpress.com/2009/11/19/amusing-animal-antics/


 

 

Third Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

9 

 

 
 

Creative Writing 

Imagine you are at the 

beach one day and you 

see people driving cars 

in the ocean.  What is 

going on?  Write a story 

to tell why there are cars 

in the ocean and where 

they are going. Be sure 

to include an 

introduction, at least 3 

details and a conclusion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reread Erosion and 

Avalanche. Create a T 

chart to contrast 

erosions and avalanches.  

Use information from 

both texts to support 

your response. 

 
 

 

 

Practice Spelling Sight 

Words 

 

Practice finding r-

controlled vowels and 

vowel teams in the texts 

you read this week. 

Make a list of words 

you found. 

 

Log onto a word work 

game on the computer.  

Spend some time on 

working on phonics, 

high frequency words, 

spelling, grammar, 

and/or vocabulary.  
 

 

Add: 

 

256 + 538 = 

 

What place is the 9 in? 

 

916 

 

Write the number 807 in 

the following forms: 

 

Expanded form 

 

Word form 

 

Write a repeated 

addition sentence and 

draw the matching array 

for the numbers 3 and 6. 

 

You have some dollar 

bills and some one 

dollar bills. What are 3 

ways you could show 

$100? 

 

https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx


 

 

Third Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

10 

 

 
Creative Writing 

What is wrong?  Why 

does the boy have this 

look on his face?  Write 

a story about what you 

think the boy is 

thinking.  Be sure to 

include an introduction, 

at least 3 details and a 

conclusion. 

 

Read the poem, 

Amazing Bats.  Answer 

the following question 

in writing: 

What is the authorôs 

opinion of bats?  Do you 

agree or disagree? Why? 

 

Read the poem, The 

Wind.  Answer the 

questions by referring 

back to the text. 

 

Read the poem, 

Afternoon on the Hill.  

Answer the questions by 

referring back to the 

text. 

 

Make sure that your full 

name and Third Grade 

teacherôs name are on 

the first page of your 

booklet. 

 

Time to practice your 

keyboarding skills!!!! 

 

Choose a website to 

practice typing.  

 

Typing club 

 

Other games  

 

 

Find the differences: 

 

86 ï 29 = _____ 

 

52 ï 38 = _____ 

 

Use the number 648. 

 

What number comes 

after? _____ 

 

What number comes 

before? _____ 

 

Show how to make 85¢ 

with the fewest number 

of coins. 

 

Skip count backwards 

by fives: 

 

85, 80, ____, ____, 

____ 

 

Use an open number 

line to solve this 

problem: 

 

79 ï 36 = _____ 

 

https://www.typingclub.com/
https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/typing60
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-8zegT0F14oI/VtnQ6YRUWPI/AAAAAAAABLM/t3fmafOV6qU/s1600/1.jpg


 

 

Sight Words 
Practice spelling Fry words 1-300.  

 ̄ Spell the words using a variety of materials, such as sand trays, wiki sticks, pipe cleaners, felt, magnetic letters. 

 ̄ Spell the words using skywriting or shaping their bodies to form each letter. 

 ̄ Spell multiple times with different colored pens to create rainbow words. 

 ̄ Jump rope, punch, dribble a ball, etc. to each letter of the word. 

 ̄ Tap out each letter with your fingers or with your hand on your arm. 

 ̄ Write your words in ABC order or create a sentence for each. 

 ̄ Spell out loud or whisper spell many times. 
 

Fry Words 1-150 

List 1 List 2 List 3 List 4 List 5 List 6 
the 

of 

and 

a 

to 

in 

is 

you 

that 

it 

he 

was 

for 

or 

one 

had 

by 

words 

but 

not 

what 

all 

were 

we 

when 

your 

will 

up 

other 

about 

out 

many 

then 

them 

these 

so 

some 

her 

would 

number 

no 

way 

could 

people 

my 

than 

first 

water 

been 

called 

who 

oil 

over 

new 

sound 

take 

only 

little 

work 

know 

place 

years 

live 

me 

back 

say 

great 

where 

help 

through 

much 

before 

line 

right 

too 

means 

old 

any 



 

 

on 

are 

as 

with 

his 

they 

I 

at 

be 

this 

have 

from 

can 

said 

there 

use 

an 

each 

which 

she 

do 

how 

their 

if 

make 

like 

him 

into 

time 

has 

look 

two 

more 

write 

go 

see 

sit 

now 

find 

long 

down 

day 

did 

get 

come 

made 

may 

part 

give 

most 

very 

after 

things 

our 

just 

name 

good 

sentence 

man 

think 

same 

tell 

boy 

follow 

came 

want 

show 

also 

around 

form 

three 

small 

Fry Words 151-300 

List 7 List 8 List 9 List 10 List 11 List 12 
set 

put 

end 

does 

another 

well 

large 

must 

big 

even 

such 

try 

kind 

hand 

picture 

again 

change 

off 

play 

spell 

air 

away 

high 

every 

near 

add 

food 

between 

own 

below 

country 

plant 

last 

saw 

left 

donõt 

few 

while 

along 

might 

close 

something 

seem 

next 

important 

until 

children 

side 

feet 

car 

mile 

night 

walk 

white 

sea 

miss 

idea 

enough 

eat 

face 

watch 

far 

Indian 

real 

almost 

let 



 

 

because 

turn 

here 

why 

ask 

went 

men 

read 

need 

land 

different 

home 

us 

move 

animal 

house 

point 

page 

letter 

mother 

answer 

found 

study 

still 

learn 

should 

America 

world 

school 

father 

keep 

tree 

never 

start 

city 

earth 

eyes 

light 

thought 

head 

under 

story 

hard 

open 

example 

begin 

life 

always 

those 

both 

paper 

together 

got 

group 

often 

run 

began 

grow 

took 

river 

four 

carry 

state 

once 

book 

hear 

stop 

without 

second 

late 

above 

girl 

sometimes 

mountains 

cut 

young 

talk 

soon 

list 

song 

being 

leave 

family 

itõs 



 

 

Week 1 text:    A Tricky Monkey  From ReadWorks.org 

Kojo the monkey lived in the rain forest. There were lots of monkeys in Kojoôs part of the forest. Kojo had many 

brothers and sisters. That was good, because Kojo had many monkeys to play with. But Kojo l iked to get 
attention, too. That was hard to do with so many monkeys around.  

 
One day Kojo decided to play a trick on the other monkeys. ñLeopard!ò Kojo cried. ñA leopard is coming!ò The 

monkeys scrambled. They climbed up to the highest tree branches. They shook with fear.  
Leopards like to eat monkeys.  

 
Kojo laughed. ñHa! Just kidding,ò he said. Kojoôs Aunt Ama scolded him. ñNobody likes a liar, Kojo.ò Kojo felt bad 

for a little while. But he soon got bored. A few days later, he did it again.  
 

ñLeopard!ò Kojo cried. ñA leopard is coming!ò The monkeys scrambled again. Kojo laughed. ñHa! Just kidding 
again,ò he said. Aunt Ama shook her head. ñBe careful, Kojo. Nobody will believe anything you say if you keep 

this up.ò The monkeys were all pretty upset with Kojo. They ignored him. Kojo sat in a tree branch, bored and 

lonely.  
 

Then he saw a shadow on the ground below. A hungry - looking leopard padded across the rain forest floor. 
ñLeopard! A leopard is coming for real this time!ò Kojo yelled. None of the monkeys paid any attention. 

The leopard was headed right for them. Kojo knew what he had to do.  
 

ñHere, leopard! Over here!ò he yelled. The leopard chased Kojo. Kojo climbed up to the highest branches. The 
other monkeys now saw the leopard and they climbed into the trees, too. The leopard could not climb as high as 

the monkeys. She gave up and walked away.  
 

Kojo was relieved. The other monkeys were glad that Kojo had tried to save them. They forgave him for lying and 
played with him again. And Kojo became someone they could trust.  

 

 



 

 

Week 1 Questions    A Tricky Monkey  From ReadWorks.org 

 

1.  What kind of animal is Kojo?  
A a parrot                  B a leopard  

C a monkey                D a snake  
 

2 . Kojo faces a problem when a leopard comes and the other monkeys do not listen to his warning. 
How does he solve this problem?  

A by throwing sticks and rocks at the leopard                 B by getting the leopard to chase him  
C by leading the leopard to the other monkeys               D by asking Aunt Ama for help  

 
3 . Read this paragraph from the text:  

ñOne day Kojo decided to play a trick on the other monkeys. óLeopard!ô Kojo cried. óA leopard is coming!ô The 
monkeys scrambled. They climbed up to the highest tree branches. They shook with fear. Leopards like to eat 

monkeys.ò 

Based on this evidence, why might the monkeys have climbed up to the highest tree branches?  
A The monke ys were afraid that a leopard would eat them.       

B The monkeys were afraid that Kojo would hurt them.  
C The monkeys wanted to get a better view of the leopard that Kojo was shouting  

about.  
D The monkeys wanted to get a better view of Kojo.  

 
4 . Read these  sentences from the text:  

ñKojo laughed. óHa! Just kidding,ô he said. Kojoôs Aunt Ama scolded him. óNobody likes a liar, Kojo.ô Kojo felt bad 
for a little while.ò 

Based on this evidence, why might Aunt Ama have scolded Kojo?  
A to make him spend more time w ith her                         B to praise his behavior  

C to encourage him to play more tricks                            D to discourage him from lying  
 

5. What is the main message of this passage?  

A Tricksters never get what they want.                            B Nobody trusts a trickster and never will.  
C Family is more important than battling enemies.            D Tricking others can cause them to lose trust in you.  



 

 

Week 2 text:    The Shepherd Boy and the Wolf  From ReadWorks.org 

From ñAesopôs Fablesò 
A Shepherd Boy tended his master's Sheep near a dark forest not far from the village. Soon he found life in the pasture 
very dull. All he could do to amuse himself was to talk to his dog or play on his shepherd's pipe. 
 
One day as he sat watching the Sheep and the quiet forest, and thinking what he would do should he see a 
Wolf, he thought of a plan to amuse himself. 
 
His Master had told him to call for help should a Wolf attack the flock, and the Villagers would drive it away. 
So now, though he had not seen anything that even looked like a Wolf, he ran toward the village shouting at the top of 
his voice, "Wolf! Wolf!" 
 
As he expected, the Villagers who heard the cry dropped their work and ran in great excitement to the pasture. But when 
they got there they found the Boy doubled up with laughter at the trick he had played on them. 
 
A few days later the Shepherd Boy again shouted, "Wolf! Wolf!" Again the Villagers ran to help him, only to be laughed at 
again. 
 
Then one evening as the sun was setting behind the forest and the shadows were creeping out over the pasture, a Wolf 
really did spring from the underbrush and fall upon the Sheep. 
 
In terror the Boy ran toward the village shouting "Wolf! Wolf!" But though the Villagers heard the cry, they did not run to 
help him as they had before. "He cannot fool us again," they said. 
 
The Wolf killed a great many of the Boy's sheep and then slipped away into the forest. 
 
Liars are not believed even when they speak the truth. 
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Week 2 questions:    The Shepherd Boy and the Wolf From ReadWorks.org 

 

1.  What animals does the Shepherd Boy tend near a dark forest?  
A cows   

B goats                     
C sheep                

 
2. Who is the main character in this story?  

A a villager  
B  the Shepherd Boy  

C the Shepherd Boyôs master 
 

3. Read these sentences about the Shepherd Boy from the text.  
ñOne day as he sat watching the Sheep and the quiet forest, and thinking what he would do should he see a Wolf, 

he thought of a plan to amuse himself.ò 

 
ñHis Master had told him to call for help should a Wolf attack the flock, and the Villagers would drive it away. So 

now, though he had not seen anything that even looked like a Wolf, he ran toward the village shouting at the top 
of his voice, ñWolf! Wolf!ò  

 
4. Based on this evidence, what is the Shepherd Boyôs ñplanò?  

A to trick the Villagers by pretending a Wolf has come  
B  to trick the Sheep by pretending a Wolf has come  

C to trick a Wolf by pretending the Villagers have come  
 

5 What is the  theme of this story?  
A  Sometimes telling a lie can be kinder than telling the truth.  

B  The only time telling a lie is okay is when you are in danger.  
C If you tell lies, people will not believe you when you tell the truth.  

 

 

  



 

 

Week 4 text:    Seeds Need  to Move From ReadWorks.org 

By Rachelle Kreisman  

 
Credit: Alex Valavanis, CC BYȤSA 2.0 

 
A plant starts life as a seed. When that seed grows into a plant, that plant makes new seeds. Those 

seeds, too, can grow and turn into more new plants. 
 
But did you know that not every seed grows into a plant? To become a plant, a seed has to travel. 

That is because seeds need room to grow. A seed has to be far enough away from other plants so that it 
gets the sunlight and water it needs. If a seed falls to the ground too close to its parent plant, it may not 
grow. 

 
Of course, wind can spread the seeds for many plants. But some plants depend on animals to move 

their seeds. Those seeds are called hitchhiker seeds. They travel on something else that moves! 
 
Many hitchhiker seeds are prickly. They have tiny rows of hooks. The hooks can stick to fur or 

ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǎΦ IƛǘŎƘƘƛƪŜǊ ǎŜŜŘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎ body. Then they fall off or are removed. If 
they fall in a place that is good for growing, the seeds will grow into plants, too! 
  



 

 

Week 4 questions:   Seeds Need to Move From ReadWorks.org 

 

 
1. Read these sentences from the text.  
ñBut some plants depend on animals to move their seeds. Those seeds are called hitchhiker seeds. They travel on 

something else that moves!ò  
What does the phrase ñdepend onò most nearly mean in these sentences? 

A  move  
B  need   

C hold   

 
2. Read these sentenc es from the text.  

ñOf course, wind can spread the seeds for many plants. But some plants depend on animals to move their seeds.ò 
What does the word ñtheirò refer to? 

A   some plants  
B   animals   

C  the wind  
 

3. Some plant seeds are made a certain way so that they will be able to travel. What evidence from 
the text supports this conclusion?  

A   Hitchhiker seeds have tiny hooks so they can stick to animal fur or bird feathers.  
B   Not every seed grows into a plant, because a seed needs to travel to become a plant.  

C  If a seed falls to the ground too close to its parent plant, it may not grow.  
 

4. Why might a seed not grow if it falls to the ground too close to its parent plant?  
A  The seed might not get pushed into the soil if it falls too close to the parent plant.  

B  The parent plant might give the seed all of its water, which is not good for the seed.  

C The parent plant might take up all the sunlight and water that the seed n eeds to grow.  
 

5 What is the main idea of this article?  
A  A seed has to move far away enough from other plants to become a plant because seeds need room to grow.  

B  Hitchhiker seeds can travel for miles on an animalôs body, then fall off and grow into a plant.  
C All seeds grow into plants, but only some plants are able to make new seeds.  
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Week 5 text:    What do Plants Need? From ReadWorks.org 

By Rachelle Kreisman  

 
 

Plants are living things. They depend on water and light to help them grow. But how do plants find 
what they need? They get it from the world around them! 

 
Plants get water from the soil. They get light from the sun. 
 
Many plants have roots, stems, and leaves. Roots keep a plant attached to the soil and help the 

Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ ²ŀǘŜǊ ƳƻǾŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΩǎ ǎǘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΦ 
 

The stem also supports the plant so it stays up straight. 
 

Leaves take in light energy from the sun. The leaves use water, light energy, and a gas called carbon 
dioxide to make glucose. Glucose is a kind of sugar. It is food for the plant. Yes, plants make their own 
food! They use it to grow. 
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Week 5 questions:    What do Plants Need? From ReadWorks.org 

 
1.  A stem supporting a  plant is a cause. What is an effect of a stem supporting a plant?  

A  The plant makes glucose.  
B  The plant takes in light energy from the sun.  

C The plant stays up straight.  
 

2. Plants get what they need from the world around them. What evidence in the a rticle supports this 
statement?  

A  Glucose is a kind of sugar that plants use for food.   
B  Plants get the water they need from the soil they are in.   

C Plants are living things that need water to help them grow.  
 

3. Which parts of a plant help the plant get what it needs?  
A  the stem and leaves ONLY  

B  the leaves ONLY  

C the roots, stem, and leaves  
 

4.  What is the main idea of this article?  
A  Glucose is a kind of sugar that plants use for food.  

B  The leaves of a plant take in light energy from the sun.   
C Plants use water and light to help them grow.  

 
5. Read these paragraphs from the article.  

ñPlants are living things. They depend on water and light to help them grow. But how do plants find what they 
need? They get it from the world around them! Plants get water from the soil. They get light from the sun.ò 

What does the phrase ñdepend onò mean here? 
A  avoid  

B  move  
C need  

 

 



 

 

Week 7 text:    Erosion From ReadWorks.org 

By Rachelle Kreisman  

 
Nature is always changing. Those changes are called natural events. Some natural events happen quickly. 
Think of a fire that starts when lightning strikes a tree. Other events occur slowly, such as when rocks are 
worn down over hundreds of years. Erosion (ih-ROH-jzun) is the name given to that very slow change. 
 
Moving water can cause erosion. Have you ever seen waves crash against rocks on the shore? The water 
can chip off small pieces of rock. As more waves hit the rocks, the pieces become even smaller. 
Eventually, those pieces may turn into sand. 
 
Ice can cause erosion. Some mountains have solid sheets of ice near the top. During warmer weather, a 
bit of ice melts. Then the sheet of ice may move slowly down the mountain. As the solid ice moves, it 
scrapes rocks, breaking off pieces. 
 
Wind also causes erosion. Wind can blow sand and dirt. It can carry the dirt far away. In some places, 
strong wind will push sand against rocks. Over a long period of time, the wind wears down those rocks. 
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Week 7 questions:    Erosion From ReadWorks.org 

 
1. What is erosion?  

A  The melting of solid sheets of ice near the top of a mountain  
B  a natural event that happens quickly, such as lightning striking a tree  

C the name given to the very slow change of rocks being worn down  

 
2. Erosion is an  effect. What can cause erosion?  

A  water, ice, and wind  
B  lightning, fire, and trees   

C rocks and sand  
 

3. Erosion happens very slowly. What evidence in the article supports this statement?  
A  Wind can cause erosion by wearing down rocks over a long perio d of time.   

B  Lightning striking a tree is a natural event that can cause a fire to start.  
C Changes in nature are called natural events.  

 
4.  Read this paragraph from the article.  

ñWind also causes erosion. Wind can blow sand and dirt. It can carry the dirt far away. In some places, strong 
wind will push sand against rocks. Over a long period of time, the wind wears down those rocks.ò 

What can you infer from this paragraph about the strength of wind and how fast it wears down rocks?  

A  A windôs strength has no effect on how fast it wears down rocks.  
B  The stronger the wind blows, the more slowly it wears down rocks.    

C The stronger the wind blows, the faster it wears down rocks.  
 

5.  What is the main idea of this article?  
A  Solid sheets of ice can cause erosion as they move slowly down a mountain.   

B  Erosion is a natural event that slowly wears down rocks.    
C Waves can chip off pieces of rock and turn them into sand.   

 
  

  



 

 

Week 8 text:    Avalanche! From ReadWorks.org 

By Rachelle Kreisman  
 

Have you ever heard of an avalanche? Avalanches are sudden natural events where large amounts 
of snow and ice slide down a mountain. As they slide, the snow and ice get faster. In fact, snow from an 
avalanche can move as fast as two hundred miles per hour. That is three times faster than a car on a 
highway! 

 
Most avalanches happen after big storms. New snow puts added pressure on snow already on the 

mountain. That added pressure can make the old snow break loose and start sliding. 
 
Avalanches can be dangerous. Heavy snow moving down a mountain may pull other things along, 

such as trees and rocks. A powerful avalanche can damage everything in its path. 
 
Many people like to ski and snowboard. They want to have fun on mountains. They also want to stay 

safe. Experts can usually tell when an avalanche might happen. The experts can warn people of the risk. 
The risk may be low or high. People have to pay attention to warnings to be safe. 
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Week 8 questions:    Avalanche! From ReadWorks.org 

 

1 . Most avalanches happen after big storms. They are often caused by new snow that falls and puts 
pressure on snow already on a mountain. What effect can this pressure have?  

A It can make the old snow bre ak loose and start sliding.  
B It can slow the speed of sliding snow and ice.  

C It can make people want to ski and snowboard on the mountain.  
 

2 . Read this sentence from the article.  
"Avalanches can be dangerous."  

What evidence in the article supports this statement?  
A "Experts can usually tell when an avalanche might happen."  

B "A powerful avalanche can damage everything in its path."  
C "New snow puts added pressure on snow already on the mountain."  

 

3 . Read this sentence from the article.  
"People have to p ay attention to warnings to be safe."  

How might paying attention to warnings keep people safe from avalanches?  
A If people pay attention to warnings, they will understand how avalanches can move three times faster than 

cars on the highway.  
B If people pay attention to warnings, they will have even more fun when they ski and snowboard.  

C If people pay attention to warnings, they will know when avalanches are likely to happen and can stay off the 
mountains at that time.  
 

4 . What is the main idea of this artic le?  
A People who want to have fun on mountains should pay attention to avalanche warnings in order to stay safe.  

B Heavy snow moving down a mountain may pull trees and rocks along with it.  
C Avalanches can be dangerous events where large amounts of snow and ice slide down a mountain.  

 
5 . Read these sentences from the article.  

"Most avalanches happen after big storms. New snow puts added pressure on snow already on the mountain. 

That added pressure can make the old snow break loose and start sliding."  
What  does the word "pressure" mean here?  

A force                   B ice                  C amount  



 

 

Week 10 poem:    Amazing Bats From ReadWorks.org 

 

Amazing bats like to eat 

Thousands of bugs for a tasty treat. 

Flying through the moonlit air, 

Traveling here and traveling there. 

Hibernating when the weather's cold, 

Gathered with hundreds of friends, 

I'm told. 

Many bats are endangered, I'm sad to say. 

There are fewer and fewer bats every day. 

Be kind to bats, that's the thing to do. 

Tell your friends and your family too! 

 
Author: Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Week 10 poem:    Wind From ReadWorks.org 

By Robert Louis Stevenson  
 

I saw you toss the kites on high  
And blow the birds about the sky;  
And all around I heard you pass,  

Like ladiesô skirts across the grass-  
 O wind, a -blowing all day long!  
 O wind, that sings so loud a song!  
 

I saw the different things you did,  
But always you yourself you hid.  
I felt you push, I heard you call,  

I could not see yourself at all -   
 O wind, a -blowing all day long,  
 O wind, t hat sings so loud a song!  

 
O you that are so strong and cold,  
O blower, are you young or old?  
Are you a beast of field and tree,  

Or just a stronger child than me?  
 O wind, a -blowing all day long,  
 O wind, that sings so loud a song!  



 

 

Week 10 poem:    Afternoon on a Hill From ReadWorks.org 

By Edna St. Vincent Millay  
 

I will be the gladdest thing  
 Under the sun!  
I will touch a hundred flowers  

 And not pick one.  
 
I will look at cliffs and clouds  
 With quiet eyes,  

Watch the wind bow down the grass,  
 And  the grass rise.  
 

And when lights begin to show  
 Up from the town,  
I will mark which must be mine,  

 And then start down!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Six Syllable Types 

 

 



 

 

Use these questions when reading your self-selected books this summer. The recommended reading lists at the top of this packet give 

suggestions for new, exciting books to read!  

????? 

Questions to Ask and Answer 

Before Reading 

 
- What clues does the title give you 

about the text? 

- What type of text is this? Fiction? 

Nonfiction? 

- Why are you reading this text? To 

perform a task? To gain 

information? To be entertained? 

- What do you already know about 

the topic? 

- What predictions can you make? 
 

Notes: 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 
 

????? 

Questions to Ask and Answer 

During Reading 

 
- What did you learn from what you 

just read? 

- Do you need to reread? Slow down? 

Use a different strategy? 

- What is the main idea? Can you 

summarize it? 

- What picture is the author 

òpaintingó in your head? What 

details from the text help to paint 

this picture? 

- Are there words you do not know? 

Does not knowing these words 

affect your understanding of the 

text? Do you need to look them up 

in the dictionary? 

 

Notes: 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

????? 

Questions to Ask and Answer 

After Reading 

 
- What predictions were confirmed? 

- What details in the text confirmed 

them? 

- What were the main ideas and the 

themes presented in the text? 

- How did the author present 

information? 

- What connections did you make to 

the text? 

 
Notes: 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 



 

 

 


