
Bridge the Gap 
Summer Activity Workbook 

Fifth Grade 
Dear Families, 

The PTO is very pleased to be able to offer our “Bridge the Gap” workbook to every child at Parr’s Ridge and Mt. Airy 

Elementary Schools. This workbook has been designed by the Mt. Airy Elementary teachers to help your child prepare for the types 

of activities and learning experiences that they can expect in the next grade level.  

Research shows that most students lose about two months’ worth of skills during the summer months.  You can help stop this 

from happening!  Following are review activities for June, July, and August.  For each week there are five math and five language arts 

questions, problems, or activities for your child to do at home that will help to review the concepts covered during the school year.  

These concepts will be built upon as your child enters the next grade level.  It is suggested by your child’s teacher that your child 

works each day to review and talk about the concepts with a family member.  Encourage your child to explain to you what they know 

and to show their thinking by using words, numbers, and pictures. The ELA texts, questions, resources, and links to websites are being 

shared in this Bridge the Gap Workbook. If you are ever unable to access a computer to complete Friday’s activity, you may read for 

twenty minutes instead.   

Please initial each block on the Bridge the Gap chart as your child completes each task.  Your initials will indicate that your 

child not only did the task, but that you also talked about it together and/or looked at their work to see that they solved it correctly. 

Your child is encouraged to return the chart to his or her new teacher by the second week of school with all of the activities initialed. 

All students that turn in a completed Bridge the Gap chart will receive special recognition. 

We would like to mention that this activity, like many others at Parr's Ridge and Mt. Airy Elementary, is completely sponsored 

by YOUR PTO. Enjoy this activity workbook, and we hope your child will be excited about a new school year. 

 

 

          Thank you,  

 Your MAES-Parr’s PTO 

  



Name________________________________  5th grade Teacher______________________ 

Bridge the Gap Completion Chart 
As your child completes each activity, initial in the correct box below.  Return this form at the beginning of the school year. 

 

Week 1 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 2 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 3 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 4 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 5 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 6 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 7 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 8 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 9 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 

Week 10 

ELA  

 

    

Math  

 

    

 



Fifth Grade Social Studies Units: 

 Colonial America 

 Revolutionary War 

 Government 

Fifth Grade Science Units: 

 Unless 

 Our Changing Earth 

 Earth and Beyond 

 

Practice your skills using the following websites: 

Typing:  
o https://www.typingclub.com/  

o https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/typing60?  

Reading, grammar, phonics through ConnectED: 
o https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do Your child’s username and password are BOTH your child’s active directory 

login followed by a cc. For example, if your child’s login is EMB1234, his/her ConnectED username AND password will be 

emb1234cc. 

o How-to guides for accessing ConnectED: 
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/Reading.aspx  

o Notes:  

o ConnectED access will continue until August 15
th. 

 

o After clicking on the picture of the student book, access leveled readers and games by clicking on “Resources.” 

Word Work (Phonics, High Frequency Words, Spelling, Vocabulary, and Grammar)  
o https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx  

Recommended Reading Lists 

o https://library.carr.org/kids-teens/readinglists.asp  
o https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/parents/Pages/HowToHelpYourReader.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.typingclub.com/
https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/typing60
https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/Reading.aspx
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx
https://library.carr.org/kids-teens/readinglists.asp
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/parents/Pages/HowToHelpYourReader.aspx


 

 

Fifth Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

1 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Write your own story 

today. You can use the 

picture for an idea, or 

you can come up with an 

idea of your own. Have 

fun! 

 

 

Read Too Much 

Trash! and answer 

the questions that 

follow.  

Using Too Much Trash! write a 

paragraph explaining why it is 

important for a town to have a 

recycling program.  Be sure to 

include an introduction, three 

details and a conclusion. Use 

the sight word list to help with 

spelling. 

 

Create an 

advertisement for 

the concept of “zero 

waste.” Your 

advertisement 

should teach people 

how to produce less 

waste.  

 

Time to practice your 

keyboarding skills!!!! 

 

Choose a website to 

practice typing.  

 

Typing club 

 

Other games  

 

 

Shannon has an 

American flag that 

measures 9” by 12”.  

What are the perimeter 

and area measurements 

of the flag? 

 

Draw the 

quadrilateral that has 

opposite sides the 

same length and 

parallel with NO 

right angles.  What is 

the name of this 

shape?   

 

Michael bought four ice cream 

cones for $1.65 each.  He paid 

for them with a $10.00 bill.  

How much change did he 

receive?  

 

Compare using <, >, 

or =. 

 

12 x 12 ___  36 x 4 

 

The answer is 8.  Write 

a division story problem 

to go with this answer 

and share it with a 

friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.typingclub.com/
https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/typing60


 

 

Fifth Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

2 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Write your own story 

today. You can use the 

picture for an idea, or 

you can come up with an 

idea of your own. You 

can also continue to work 

on your story from last 

week. Have fun! 

 

Read A Ton of Trash 

and answer the 

questions that follow. 

 

Why did the author include the 

quote at the end of A Ton of 

Trash? Write a paragraph that 

includes an introduction, text 

support, and a conclusion.  Use 

the sight word list to help with 

spelling. 

 

Think about a trash 

sculpture you 

would like to 

create. Explain why 

you would like to 

create it and the 

steps you would 

take to construct 

the sculpture.  

 Log onto ConnectEd.  

Select a book to read for 

enjoyment and play a 

game. 

 

For each flower bulb 

planted, 4 flowers will 

bloom.  If Susan plants 

15 bulbs, how many 

flowers will bloom in 

all? 

 

Write the following 

number in expanded 

form: 

 

803,297 

 

Connor and his family played 

on the beach for 3 and ½ hours.  

If they arrived at the beach at 

11:20 a.m., what time did they 

leave the beach? 

 

Add up every 

number that 

contains a “9” 

between 0 and 50.  

What is the sum? 

  

 

How many pizzas 

should Craig buy to 

serve 6 friends?  Each 

friend will eat 3 slices, 

and each pizza is cut 

into 8 slices.  Will there 

be any leftover slices? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do


 

 

Fifth Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

3 

 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Write your own story 

today. You can use the 

picture for an idea, or you 

can come up with an idea 

of your own. You can also 

continue to work on your 

story from last week. 

Have fun! 

 

Reread Too Much 

Trash! and A Ton of 

Trash. Then answer the 

paired questions that 

follow.  

 

Practice spelling sight 

words.  

Practice finding closed 

and v-e syllables in the 

texts you read this 

week. Create a list of 

words you found. You 

can add your own 

words if you’d like. 

Refer to the syllable 

charts at the end of this 

document as needed.  

Log onto a word work 

game on the computer.  

Spend some time on 

working on phonics, 

high frequency words, 

spelling, grammar, 

and/or vocabulary.  

 

 

 

Write a multiplication 

equation to match this 

statement: 

One yard is three times as 

long as one foot. 

 

What kind of triangle is 

this? 
 

 

 

 

Find out what time the 

sun rises and sets today.  

How many hours and 

minutes of daylight will 

there be? 

 

Write a number that has 

a 7 with a value 10 

times greater than the 7 

in 53,719. 

 

_____________ 

 

At the baseball stadium, 

328 hot dogs were sold 

on Friday.  Twice as 

many were sold on 

Saturday.  On Sunday, 

467 hot dogs were sold.  

How many more were 

sold on Saturday than 

Sunday? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx


 

 

 

 

Fifth Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

4 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Write your own story 

today. You can use the 

picture for an idea, or 

you can come up with an 

idea of your own. You 

can also continue to 

work on your story from 

last week. Have fun! 

 

Read Lizzie Escapes and 

answer the questions 

that follow.  

In Lizzie Escapes, why 

did Lizzie think she 

needed to create an 

imaginary friend? Be 

sure to include an 

introduction, details 

from the story, and a 

conclusion.  

Think about the end of 

Lizzie Escapes. Create 

your own short story 

detailing what happens 

next.  

Time to practice your 

keyboarding skills!!!! 

 

Choose a website to 

practice typing.  

 

Typing club 

 

Other games  

 

 

Write 6/10 as a decimal 

number. 

 

 

Hooray for the Red, 

White, and Blue! 

How many decades old 

is our country today?  

(Birth date: July 4, 

1776) 

 

A rectangle has an area 

of 36 sq. cm.  What 

might its perimeter be? 

 

List the first six 

multiples of 8. 

 

 

What is the value of n? 

 

8 x  n = 72 

 

 

 

  

 

https://www.typingclub.com/
https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/typing60


 

 

 

Fifth Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

5 

 

 

Creative Writing 

Write your own story 

today. You can use the 

picture for an idea, or 

you can come up with 

an idea of your own. 

You can also continue to 

work on your story from 

last week. Have fun! 

Read Lonely and answer 

the questions that 

follow. 

In the story Lonely, why 

does Jessica lean down and 

pick up Molly’s pens instead 

of walking away? Support 

your answer with evidence 

from the story.  

Generate a list of all 

the ways you can help 

others this summer.  

Log onto ConnectEd.  

Select a book to read 

for enjoyment and 

play a game. 

 

What might the missing 

numbers be? 

 

      3 ? 

   + 1 ? 

      ? 2 

 

A local college bought a 

new telescope for 

$8,376.  Write the 

number in word form. 

 

What is the standard form of  

 

30 + 7 + .4 + .09 

 

Subtract: 

 

   9,702 

-  4,568 

 

Write the mixed 

number that is 

equivalent to 15/4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do


 

 

Fifth Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

6 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Write your own story 

today. You can use the 

picture for an idea, or 

you can come up with 

an idea of your own. 

You can also continue to 

work on your story from 

last week. Have fun! 

 

Reread Lizzie Escapes! 

and Lonely. Then 

answer the paired 

questions that follow. 

 

Practice spelling sight 

words. 

Practice finding open 

and -le syllables in the 

stories you read this 

week. Create a list of 

words you found. You 

can add your own words 

if you’d like. Refer to 

the syllable charts at the 

end of this document as 

needed.  

  
Log onto a word work 

game on the computer.  

Spend some time on 

working on phonics, 

high frequency words, 

spelling, grammar, 

and/or vocabulary.  

 

 

What is the value of y? 

 

y +  53 = 109 

 

In Farmer Brown’s barn, 

there are cows and 

chickens.  Altogether, 

there are 36 legs. How 

many cows and chickens 

are there? 

 

Use the numbers below 

and any operation to 

equal the answer of 24. 

 

       9 , 2 , 1 , 5 

 

Find the quotient. 

 

128  ÷  4  =   

 

Figure out how many 

months and days there 

are until your next 

birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx


 

 

Fifth Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

7 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Write your own story 

today. You can use the 

picture for an idea, or you 

can come up with an idea 

of your own. You can also 

continue to work on your 

story from last week.  

 

Read The U.S.S. 

Thompson and answer 

the questions that 

follow.  

Use The U.S.S. 

Thompson to answer 

this question. What is 

Harvey’s opinion of the 

Spitfire? Support your 

answer with evidence 

from the story.  

 

Draw a picture of the 

U.S.S. Thompson. Use 

information from the 

text to add details and 

labels to your drawing.  

Time to practice your 

keyboarding skills!!!! 

 

Choose a website to 

practice typing.  

 

Typing club 

 

Other games  

 

 

Zack built a sand castle 

that was  

149 cm tall.  Tim’s castle 

was 2 meters tall.  Whose 

castle is taller?  By how 

much? 

 

What are the factors of 

24? 

 

Find the product: 

 

42 

            x 25 

Your family got two 

pizzas with 8 slices 

each.  You ate 3 slices 

from one pizza and 4 

slices from the other.  

Write a fraction to 

represent the amount of 

pizza left. 

 

Identify the type of 

lines shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.typingclub.com/
https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/typing60


 

 

Fifth Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

8 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Write your own story 

today. You can use the 

picture for an idea, or 

you can come up with 

an idea of your own. 

Have fun! 

 

Read The Old Stone 

House and answer the 

questions that follow.  

Summarize The Old Stone 

House using Somebody 

wanted, but, so, then.  

 

Create an informational 

brochure for The Old 

Stone House. Be sure to 

include historical details 

that may attract visitors.  

 

 

Log onto ConnectEd.  

Select a book to read for 

enjoyment and play a 

game. 

 

Which number below is 

a prime number? 

 

27   41   33 

 

David said that 

“eighteen hundredths” 

is written as 0.018.  

Do you agree or 

disagree with David? 

 

Write an equivalent 

fraction for the shaded area 

below: 
 

     

     
 

 

Use estimation to decide 

if the product of 46 x 8 

is greater than 500. 

 

Leanne needs help 

finding the dimensions 

of a rectangle.  She 

knows that the perimeter 

is 36 in. and one side 

measures 7 in.  What are 

the lengths of the other 

3 sides? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do


 

 

Fifth Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

9 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Write your own story 

today. You can use the 

picture for an idea, or 

you can come up with 

an idea of your own. 

You can also continue 

to work on your story 

from last week. Have 

fun! 

Reread The U.S.S. 

Thompson and The Old 

Stone House and answer 

the questions that follow.  

  

Practice spelling sight 

words. 

 

Practice finding r 

controlled and vowel team 

syllables in the stories you 

read this week. Create a 

list of words you found. 

You can add your own 

words if you’d like. Refer 

to the syllable charts at 

the end of this document 

as needed.  

Log onto a word work 

game on the computer.  

Spend some time on 

working on phonics, 

high frequency words, 

spelling, grammar, 

and/or vocabulary.  

 

 

Name 3 times of day 

when the hour hand 

and minute hand form 

right angles. 

 

Complete the equation 

below, in two different 

ways,  using fractions: 

 

____ + ____ = 3 

 

There are 47 members 

on the swim team.  If 

each car can take 4 

swimmers, how many 

cars will be needed to 

get all the team 

members to the swim 

meet? 

 

Carey picked   4 2/3 lbs. 

of strawberries.  Leslie 

picked 5 times as much as 

Carey.  How much did 

Carey pick? 

 

If sunrise is at 6:05 am, 

and the sun sets at 8:25 

pm, how many minutes 

of daylight will there be 

today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/curriculum/elementary/ila/students/Pages/WordWork.aspx


 

 

 

Fifth Grade Bridge the Gap 

Week 

10 

 

 
Creative Writing 

Write your own story 

today. You can use the 

picture for an idea, or 

you can come up with an 

idea of your own. You 

can also continue to work 

on your story from last 

week. Have fun! 

 

Read the poem Fireflies in 

the Garden and answer the 

questions that follow.  

 

Mark all of the syllable 

types you encounter in 

today’s poem.  

Read the poem A Bird 

Came Down the Walk 

and answer the 

questions that follow.  

 

Mark all of the syllable 

types you encounter in 

today’s poem. 

Read the poem 

September and 

answer the 

questions that 

follow.  

 

Mark all of the 

syllable types you 

encounter in 

today’s poem. 

Make sure that your full 

name and Fifth Grade 

teacherôs name are on 

the first page. 

Time to practice your 

keyboarding skills!!!! 

 

Choose a website to 

practice typing.  

 

Typing club 

 

Other games  

 

 

The “9” key on your 

calculator is broken.  

How could you find the 

answer to 16 x 9 without 

the use of the “9” button? 

 

Hope you are enjoying 

playing outside in all those 

“rays” of sunshine!   

Draw a geometric ray and 

write a definition of it in 

your own words. 

 

Write a number that is 

less than 3 hundreds + 

2 ten thousands + 4 

ones with a 9 in the 

thousands place. 

 

Write 5 division 

facts with a 

quotient less than 

10. 

 

Get a good night’s sleep 

tonight!  If you go to bed 

at 8:30 pm and wake up at 

6:45 am for school, how 

many hours of sleep will 

you get? 

 

 

 

 

https://www.typingclub.com/
https://www.symbaloo.com/embed/typing60


 

 

Sight Words 
Practice spelling Fry words 1-500.  

 Spell the words using a variety of materials, such as sand trays, wiki sticks, pipe cleaners, felt, magnetic letters. 

 Spell the words using skywriting or shaping their bodies to form each letter. 

 Spell multiple times with different colored pens to create rainbow words. 

 Jump rope, punch, dribble a ball, etc. to each letter of the word. 

 Tap out each letter with your fingers or with your hand on your arm. 

 Write your words in ABC order or create a sentence for each. 

 Spell out loud or whisper spell many times. 
 

Fry Words 1-150 

List 1 List 2 List 3 List 4 List 5 List 6 
the 

of 

and 

a 

to 

in 

is 

you 

that 

it 

he 

was 

for 

or 

one 

had 

by 

words 

but 

not 

what 

all 

were 

we 

when 

your 

will 

up 

other 

about 

out 

many 

then 

them 

these 

so 

some 

her 

would 

number 

no 

way 

could 

people 

my 

than 

first 

water 

been 

called 

who 

oil 

over 

new 

sound 

take 

only 

little 

work 

know 

place 

years 

live 

me 

back 

say 

great 

where 

help 

through 

much 

before 

line 

right 

too 

means 

old 

any 



 

 

on 

are 

as 

with 

his 

they 

I 

at 

be 

this 

have 

from 

can 

said 

there 

use 

an 

each 

which 

she 

do 

how 

their 

if 

make 

like 

him 

into 

time 

has 

look 

two 

more 

write 

go 

see 

sit 

now 

find 

long 

down 

day 

did 

get 

come 

made 

may 

part 

give 

most 

very 

after 

things 

our 

just 

name 

good 

sentence 

man 

think 

same 

tell 

boy 

follow 

came 

want 

show 

also 

around 

form 

three 

small 

Fry Words 151-300 

List 7 List 8 List 9 List 10 List 11 List 12 
set 

put 

end 

does 

another 

well 

large 

must 

big 

even 

such 

try 

kind 

hand 

picture 

again 

change 

off 

play 

spell 

air 

away 

high 

every 

near 

add 

food 

between 

own 

below 

country 

plant 

last 

saw 

left 

don’t 

few 

while 

along 

might 

close 

something 

seem 

next 

important 

until 

children 

side 

feet 

car 

mile 

night 

walk 

white 

sea 

miss 

idea 

enough 

eat 

face 

watch 

far 

Indian 

real 

almost 

let 



 

 

because 

turn 

here 

why 

ask 

went 

men 

read 

need 

land 

different 

home 

us 

move 

animal 

house 

point 

page 

letter 

mother 

answer 

found 

study 

still 

learn 

should 

America 

world 

school 

father 

keep 

tree 

never 

start 

city 

earth 

eyes 

light 

thought 

head 

under 

story 

hard 

open 

example 

begin 

life 

always 

those 

both 

paper 

together 

got 

group 

often 

run 

began 

grow 

took 

river 

four 

carry 

state 

once 

book 

hear 

stop 

without 

second 

late 

above 

girl 

sometimes 

mountains 

cut 

young 

talk 

soon 

list 

song 

being 

leave 

family 

it’s 

Fry Words 301-500 

List 13 List 14 List 15 List 16 List 17 List 18 

body knew top measure five farm 

music since ship remember step pulled 

color ever across early morning draw 

stand piece today waves passed voice 

sun told during reached vowel seen 

questions usually short listen true cold 



 

 

fish didn’t better wind hundred cried 

area friends best rock against plan 

mark easy however space pattern notice 

dog heard low cover numeral south 

horse order hours fast table sing 

birds red black several north war 

problem door products hold slowly ground 

complete sure happened himself money fall 

room become whole toward map king 

town I’ll unit figure certain field 

travel wood fire upon done English 

road half ten fly gave box 

finally wait correct oh quickly person 

became shown minutes strong verb stars 

front feel fact inches street decided 

contain course surface produce building ocean 

class note nothing rest carefully scientists 

inside wheels stay green known island 

week less machine base ago stood 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

plane system behind ran round boat 

game force brought understand warm common 

bring explain dry though language shape 

deep thousands yes clear equation yet 

government filled heat full hot check 

object am rule among noun power 

cannot able six size dark ball 

material special heavy fine pair circle 

include built     



 

 

Week 1 text:    Too Much Trash !  From ReadWorks.org 

Less Mess  

More people are recycling.  
What do bottles, cans, paper, and tires have in common? They all end up as garbage. In the late 2000s and early 

2010s, each American threw away about 4½ pounds of trash every day. That adds up to more than  1,600 pounds 
per person in one year!  

 
Erlanson/Getty Images  

 
Most of our trash ends up in landfills. Those are places where people dump trash. The rest of the trash gets 

recycled. When something is recycled, it is made into something new.  
 

Many people ha ve been working to solve the trash problem. One plan is known as ñzero waste.ò Its goal is to 
teach people to make less trash. The plan is being used in schools, companies, national parks, and restaurants. 

Here are some ways that the plan is being put into  action.  
 

Recycling Trash  
Some people sort their trash to see what can be recycled. Those items often include paper, glass, and certain 
plastics. Some towns also recycle tires and batteries. Taking items to recycling centers reduces the trash in 

landfills.  

 



 

 

 
Jupiter Unlimited  

Put items to be recycled in a  recycling bin.  

Buying Recycled Products  
Many products are made from recycled materials. Clothes and bags can be made from recycled plastic bottles. 
Recycled plastic can also be made into lumber. Lumber is  used for building things.  

 
Carrin Ackerman/Weekly Reader  

This fleece, by Patagonia, was made from recycled plastic bottles.  

 

Making Compost Piles  
Food scraps usually end up in the trash. But some people put the scraps into compost  piles . Those are mixtur es 
of plant and food scraps. Worms and bugs help break down the scraps. That turns into soil, which helps plants 

grow.  

 

 
SuperStock; Trash: iStockphoto  

Plant and food scraps can be put into compost piles.  



 

 

Week 1 questions:    Too Much Trash!  From ReadWorks.org 

 
1. Where does most of our trash end up?  

A in landfills                         B in recycling bins  

C in compost piles                 D in the ocean  

 
2. The article describes the problem of too much trash. What is one way people are trying to solve this 

problem?  
A by taking trash to landfills  

B by throwing away 4½ pounds of trash a day  

C by buying recycled products  

D by raising worms and bugs  

 
3. Based on the information in the article, what is an example of something that could go into a 

co mpost pile?  
A a piece of paper  

B an apple core  

C a battery  
D a plastic bottle  

 
4. Read the following sentence from the article: ñMany products are made from recycled materials.ò 
Based on this sentence, what does the word product probably mean?  

A something that is made  

B something that is thrown away  
C something that is put in a compost pile  

D something that is put in a landfill  

 
5. What is the main idea of this article?  

A In the late 2000s and early 2010s, each American threw away about 4½ pounds of trash e very day.  

B Some people sort their trash to see what can be recycled.  

C Food scraps usually end up in the trash, but some people put the scraps into compost piles.  
D People are trying to solve the trash problem in several ways.  

 



 

 

Week 2 text:    A Ton of Trash  From ReadWorks.org 

A group of fourth graders witnessed firsthand proof that one person's junk is another person's treasure. Weekly Reader 

joined the students on their visit to the Garbage Museum in Stratford, Connecticut, where a giant, multicolored dinosaur 

molded out of garbage towered above them. 

 

Trash-o-saurus was sculpted out of a ton of trash! That is equal to 2,000 pounds of garbage—the amount of trash each 

person, on average, threw away each year in the late 2000s. Philadelphia artist Leo Sewell scoured city dumps and created 

Trash-o-saurus out of old junk, from false teeth and license plates to toys, tires, and tennis rackets. 

 

"I think the dinosaur is one of the coolest things I've ever seen," said fourth grader Jahkwe Aquart from Park City 

Magnet School in Bridgeport, Connecticut. His classmate Julie Pham, 9, agreed. "Instead of throwing away our garbage, we 

can reuse it." 

 
Don Heiny/Weekly Reader 

The Trash-o-saurus was made out of a ton of trash, including false teeth, license plates, and tires. 

 

That is exactly the point. "The museum shows what happens to our trash, how we can reduce our trash, and 

what we can do instead of throwing our trash away," said museum director Sotoria Montanari.  
 



 

 

Garbage Trail  
Americans  created more garbage than ever before in the 2000s. In the early 1900s, most items were packed in 
containers that could be used again. In the 2000s, most of the food people bought, from cereal to milk, came in 

boxes and cartons that could be thrown away.  
 

So what happens to trash after it is tossed out? Some trash ends up in landfills . In a landfill, garbage gets 
buried between layers of soil. Because many states have been running out of room for landfills, more and more 

garbage goes to waste - to - energy (or  resource - recovery) plants. At these plants, garbage is burned and 
converted into electricity that people use to power their lights, TVs, and video games.  

 

The Three R's  
Garbage is a form of solid waste. The Garbage Museum and its recycling plant, which ar e run by the Connecticut  

Resources Recovery Authority, provide visitors with ideas to cut down on solid waste. One way is to reduce , or 
make less, trash ðby throwing away fewer napkins when you eat, for instance. Another way is to reuse , or find 

new uses fo r, old items. Paper bags, for example, can be reused to make book covers or wrap gifts.  
 

People also help decrease their solid wastes when they recycle . Recycling refers to putting old objects, such as 
glass, plastic bottles, newspapers, and aluminum cans through a special process so that they can be used again.  

 

Recycling has many benefits. Did you know that recycled plastic soft -drink bottles can be made into park 
benches, carpeting, and backpacks? The more people recycle, the less garbage ends up in land fills or waste - to -

energy plants.  
 

Recycling also helps protect natural resources , or materials from Earth. To make an aluminum can from 
scratch, for example, the metal needs to be mined from the ground. That process harms the land and pollutes 

the air and water. Making aluminum cans from recycled cans uses 95 percent less energy and protects Earth's 
natural resources. In fact, the energy saved each year from recycled cans could light  

Washington, D.C., for nearly four years!  
 

As part of their visit, the fourth graders got a look at the museum's recycling center. Here, they discovered that 
one bale , or bundle, of recycled newspapers can save 17 trees! The message seems to have stuck with 9 -year -

old Arron Smith. "When you recycle , you save trees and animals' homes."  

 



 

 

Week 2 questions:    A Ton of Trash  From ReadWorks.org 

 
1. The author wrote this 
a. to get towns to expand their recycling centers. 
b. to get the reader to reuse, reduce and recycle. 
c. to explain the problems with recycling. 
d. to invite the reader to the Garbage Museum. 
 
2. The following is an example of reducing: 
a. bringing newspapers to a recycling center. 
b. using plastic bags as small garbage bags. 
c. using less water when you shower. 
d. all of the above. 
 
3. The following is an example of reusing: 
a. using fewer napkins when you eat. 
b. using less water when you brush your teeth. 
c. bringing cans back to a recycling center. 
d. washing zip top bags after use so they can be used again. 
 
4. People made more trash in the 2000s than before. This is because 
a. food had more packaging than in the early 1900s. 
b. there were more people than in the early 1900s. 
c. there were more stores than in the early 1900s. 
d. landfills were bigger than in the early 1900s. 
 
5. Give an example of recycling. 
 

 

 



 

 

Week 3 questions:     Too Much Trash  and A Ton of  Trash  From ReadWorks.org 

 
 
 ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ά¢ƻƻ aǳŎƘ ¢ǊŀǎƘΗέ & ά! ¢ƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀǎƘέ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΥ  
 

мΦ ά¢ƻƻ aǳŎƘ ¢ǊŀǎƘΗέ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǎƘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘŜȄǘǎΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ 
the trash problem that people today face.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

2. Is recycling, reusing, and composting trash good for the Earth? Use evidence from both texts to support your answer. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

Week 4 text:    Lizzie Escapes   From ReadWorks.org 

 

Lizzie vowed that she would not return to summer camp. The first year at camp had been intolerable. The next 

year had been even worse. And last year had been the absolute pits. Silently, she swore an oath to her dearly departed 

cat, Felinious Monk, that she would find a way out. 

άbƻǿΣ {ǳƎŀǊ tƭǳƳΣέ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǊǳōōƛƴƎ [ƛȊȊƛŜΩǎ ōŀŎƪΦ άL ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ back to camp, but think 

Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Ŧǳƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜΦ !ƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ friends from last year will be ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΚέ ŀǎƪŜŘ [ƛȊȊƛŜΦ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǘ ŎŀƳǇΦέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ .ǊƛǘǘŀƴȅΚ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƴƛŎŜΦέ 

άaƻƳΣ .Ǌƛǘǘŀƴȅ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ōǳƴƪƳŀǘŜΦ {ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΦέ 

άbƻǘƘƛƴƎΚέ IŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƴŎŜŘΦ ά.ǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǎƻ ƻǳǘƎƻƛƴƎΦέ 

άbƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ {ƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ŀǳƭ .ŜƭƭƻǿΦέ 

Her mother winced again. 

[ƛȊȊƛŜΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƛǊπŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ systematically devouring a high 

ǎǘŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƴƻǾŜƭǎΦ {ƘŜΩŘ graduated from 7th grade two weeks earlier and since then had been showing up at the library at a 

quarter to nine in the morning, ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘΦ !ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘΣ ǎƘŜΩŘ ǎǇǊƛƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ƻƴ 

the second floor, right next to the big window. It was an equal distance from the water fountain and the fiction section. 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ǎƘŜΩŘ ǎƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ heavenly. 

άL ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƪƴƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣέ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά!ƴŘ ŀǊŎƘŜǊȅΦέ 

[ƛȊȊƛŜ ŦǊƻǿƴŜŘΦ ά!ǊŜƴΩǘ ƪƛŘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎΚέ 



 

 

ά!ǊŎƘŜǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇƻǊǘΣ ŘŜŀǊΦέ 

ά{ǳǊŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ [ƛȊȊƛŜΦ ά{ƻ ƛǎ ōƻǿƭƛƴƎΦ !ƴŘ ŎǊƻǉǳŜǘΦ !ƴŘ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΦέ 

Her mother sighed. 

 As they drove to the camp, Lizzie sat in the front seat, staring out the window. Her suitcase was sitting in the back 

ǎŜŀǘΦ {ƘŜΩŘ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ƛǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦƭŀƳƛƴƎ Ŧƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ [ƛȊȊƛŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ŀƴȅ 

clothes. Lizzie had tried to argue that ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ŦƭƛǇπŦƭƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƴƻǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ IŜƴǊȅ WŀƳes were all you really 

needed for three ǿŜŜƪǎ ƛƴ ǳǇǎǘŀǘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻƳ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƘŜǊ ǊŜπǇŀŎƪΦ 

ά{ǿŜŜǘƛŜΣ ƭƻƻƪΣέ ƘŜǊ ƳƻƳ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ [ƛȊȊƛŜ ŀ ǇƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ άL ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ such a little bookworm. I do. I 

really do. But being outside and making friends with people your ƻǿƴ ŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ǘƻƻΦέ 

ά²ƘȅΚέ ŀǎƪŜŘ [ƛȊȊƛŜΦ 

ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŜƭƭπŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇȅΦέ 

 ά/ŀƳǇ ƛǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƭŀōƻǊΦ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎ ǿŜŀǾŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘǎΚ L ǿŜŀǾŜŘ ŀ basket, and now where is it? 

¢ƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎƻƭŘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƪŜǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΦέ 

άaǊΦ {ŎƻǘǘŀŘƛƴƻ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƪŜǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ [ƛȊȊƛŜΩǎ ƳƻƳΣ ŀōǎŜƴǘƭȅ checking her makeup in the 

ǊŜŀǊǾƛŜǿ ƳƛǊǊƻǊΦ άLǘΩǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦέ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ǿŜƭƭΦέ 

!ǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΣ [ƛȊȊƛŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƳƛƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǎǘπƳƛƴǳǘŜ strategies that could free her. In a 

panic, she briefly considered faking a severe illness, but figured that if it were severe enough to force her mother to pull 

her out of camp, then it would ōŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

the world, but the thought of spending all day with her mom was enough to make her retch. 



 

 

As her mother pulled to a stop, she turned to look aǘ [ƛȊȊƛŜΦ [ƛȊȊƛŜ ǎŀǿ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ forehead had the little lines it 

got when she was worried. 

άtǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƳŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣέ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άaƻƳΦΦΦέ 

άtƭŜŀǎŜΚ tǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƳŜΦέ IŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎŀŘΦ [ƛȊȊƛŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ǎƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ start crying. 

άhYΣέ [ƛȊȊƛŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΦ άLΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦέ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ {ǳƎŀǊ tƭǳƳΦέ 

άL ƪƴƻǿΦέ 

!ǎ [ƛȊȊƛŜ ŘǊŀƎƎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƭƻŘƎŜΣ ǎƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ imaginary friend that she could tell 

her mother about in three weeks, when she came to pick her up. She had to think up a whole character in her head, 

someone whom she knew everything aboutτwhat she looked like, what she dressed like, what she acted like. If her 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǊȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ƳƛƎht even start planting seeds 

ōȅ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǊȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ would make her write and send home next week. And 

then, when her mom came to pick her ǳǇΣ ǎƘŜΩŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǊȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƘŀŘ ƭŜŦǘ ŀ Řŀȅ ŜŀǊƭȅΣ ǘƻ ǘǊŀvel with 

her family to do aid work in Africa. Her mom would like that. It was perfect.  

The camp director, Mr. Scottadino, stepped out of the lodge. 

άIŜƭƭƻΣ [ƛȊȊƛŜΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜƭƭƻΣ aǎΦ [ƻŎƪǿƻƻŘΦ bƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ 

ά!ƴŘ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ aǊΦ {ŎƻǘǘŀŘƛƴƻΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ōƭǳǎƘƛƴƎΦ ά[ƛȊȊƛŜΣ ǎŀȅ Ƙƛ ǘƻ 

aǊΦ {ŎƻǘǘŀŘƛƴƻΦέ 

Lizzie shrugged. 



 

 

ά[ƛȊȊƛŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aǊΦ {ŎƻǘǘŀŘƛƴƻΦ 

Lizzie was already lost in thought. She needed to make her imaginary new friend someone her mother could 

actually imagine her being friends with, but also someone her ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜΦ {ƘŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪǿƻǊƳΣ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜǊΣ 

but have other interests tooτƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘΣ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άōǊƻŀŘŜƴέ ƘŜǊΦ aŀȅōŜ ǎƘŜ ƭƛƪŜŘ ƪƴƛǘǘƛƴƎΚ bƻΣ 

she would never be friends with someone who knits. 

Lizzie hugged her mother goodbye. Her mother blew her a kiss. 

άIŀǾŜ ŦǳƴΣ {ǳƎŀǊ tƭǳƳΦέ 

Mr. Scottadino picked up her suitcase and walked her to her cabin. 

άbƻǿΣ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΣέ aǊΦ {ŎƻǘǘŀŘƛƴƻ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƭƪŜŘΦ ά{ƻΣ I was wondering if you 

ƳƛƎƘǘ Řƻ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ Ƨƻō ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦέ 

[ƛȊȊƛŜ ŎƻŎƪŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƧƻōΚ 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΦέ 

[ƛȊȊƛŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǘǊŀŎƪǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΚέ 

άLǘΩǎ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŎŀƳǇŜǊǎ ŘƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŦǘ ǳǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ LǘΩǎ quite a collection τ classics, 

nonfiction, and a lot of contemporary authors too. He was 80 when he died, but he tried hard to keep up with the hot 

new talent. Do you think you could soǊǘ ƛǘΚέ 

[ƛȊȊƛŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ƘȅǇŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƭŀǘƛƴƎΦ άL Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

ά9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΣέ aǊΦ {ŎƻǘǘŀŘƛƴƻ ǎƳƛƭŜŘΦ ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ƭŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƛǘΦέ  

aǊΦ {ŎƻǘǘŀŘƛƴƻΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ [ƛȊȊƛŜΩǎ ōŀƎΣ ƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ room. He opened the door. 

άbƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ them anyway you like, but τ ƻƘΣ ƘŜƭƭƻΣ WŜƴƴȅΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 



 

 

Lizzie walked through the doorway to find several heaping columns of books and, at their bottom, a girl her age. 

The girl was wearing glasses and a baseball jersey and reading a ǿŜƭƭπǘƘǳƳōŜŘ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ 5ƻƴ 5Ŝ[ƛƭƭƻΩǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

άIŜȅ aǊΦ {ŎƻǘǘŀŘƛƴƻΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WŜƴƴȅΦ {ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ [ƛȊȊƛŜΦ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΚέ 

ά[ƛȊȊƛŜΦέ 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ 5ƻƴ 5Ŝ[ƛƭƭƻΚέ WŜƴƴȅ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ 

CƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ [ƛȊȊƛŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΦ άL ƭƛke early 

5Ŝ[ƛƭƭƻΦέ 

άaŜ ǘƻƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƴƻǾŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǳƴƴƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎΣ ƭƻƴƎΣ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƻƴŜǎΦέ {ƘŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǳǇ 

¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻǊƭŘΦ ά.ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǇŀǊǘǎΦέ 

Lizzie sat down next to Jenny. 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ǘƘŜǎŜΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΦ  

  



 

 

Week 4 questions:    Lizzie Escapes   From ReadWorks.org 

 

1. What is the conflict in this story? 
a. Lizzie wants to go to summer camp, but her mom wants her to stay home.  
b. Lizzie does not want to go to summer camp, but her mom is making her go.  
c. Lizzie likes the early writing of Don DeLillo, but she does not like DeLilloôs later writing.  
d. Lizzie wants to go to the library at six in the morning, but the library does not open until nine.  
 
 
 
 
 
2. Read this sentence from the story: ñLizzieôs idea of an exciting summer was sitting in an air-
conditioned library and systematically devouring a high stack of novels.ò What can be concluded from 
this sentence? 
a. Lizzie likes to read.  
b. Lizzie does not like to read.  
c. Lizzie wants to go to summer camp.  
d. Lizzie does not want to go to summer camp.  
 
3. Why does Lizzie vow that she will not return to summer camp? 
a. Lizzieôs mom tells her that the summer camp added knitting and archery as new activities this year.  
b. Lizzie would rather spend every day of the summer at home with her mom than be at camp.  
c. Lizzie got into a fight at camp last summer with her bunkmate and does not want to see her ever again.  
d. Lizzie did not like summer camp in the past and does not expect to like it in the future.  
 
4. What is the theme of this story? 
a. People who do not have anything in common can still be friends.  
b. Something you expect to be bad can turn out to be good.  
c. Parents should not make their children do anything their children do not want to do.  



 

 

d. It is more important for children to spend time playing outside than reading.  
 
5. Read the following sentences: ñFor a moment, Lizzie was too surprised to speak. Then she gathered 
herself. óI like early DeLillo.ôò What does the phrase ñshe gathered herselfò mean? 
a. Lizzie got very upset.  
b. Lizzie got herself under control.  
c. Lizzie picked up something she had dropped.  
d. Lizzie could not think of anything to say.  

 

 

 

  



 

 

Week 5 text    Lonely  From ReadWorks.org 

 

When the bell rang for lunch, instead of going to the outdoor cafeteria to meet Morgan like she usually did, Jessica 

took her lunchbox and retreated to the library. The rest of the ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǘ ƘŜǊΣ ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ рлπƳƛƴǳǘŜ 

break after the first day back from winter vacationτƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŀȅōŜ ǎƘŜ 

didn’t exist. 

She pushed open the swinging door to the library and sat at one of the tables in the corner. Nobodyτnot even 

Mrs. Garcia, the librarianτwas around. The windows to the library looked out onto the cafeteria space. Jessica could 

hear kids laughing and screaming and chatting, eating lunch at the plastƛŎ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

company. Jessica hunched down until her chin hit the hard, wood table and groaned. She pulled her lumpy cheese 

sandwich out of her lunchbox and chewed awkwardly against the table, staring off into space. 

Suddenly, Jessica heard a rustling in the corner. She turned around and saw that the pink and orange, 

ŦƻǳǊπŦƻƻǘπǘŀƭƭΣ ǎǘǳŦŦŜŘ ŘǊŀƎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŀŎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŜǾŜǊ since she had started at the school 

(almost six years ago) was stretching its wings and yawning.  

WŜǎǎƛŎŀ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ŜȅŜǎ ǿƛŘŜΦ άhƘ Ƴȅ ƎƻǎƘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊŜŘΦ άhƘ Ƴȅ ƎƻǎƘΣ ƻƘ Ƴȅ ƎƻǎƘΣ ƻƘ Ƴȅ ƎƻǎƘΦέ 

She peeked over her shoulder again and saw the dragon was walking toward her. She shook her head and closed her 

eyes tightƭȅΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΦ άL Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǎŀƴŜΦέ 

άIƛ ǘƘŜǊŜΗέ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ WŜǎǎƛŎŀΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŜƭōƻǿΦ 

Jessica turned around slowly. The dragon was standing in front of her, one claw on the scaly area near what would 

be its waist, smiling and blinking. The dragon looked confused. 



 

 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜŀƪ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΚέ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά¦ƳΧȅŜǎΚέ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀƭƭǳŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎΦέ 

The dragon shrugged and pulled out the chair next to Jessica and sat down heavily, its wings spreading out majestically. 

άtǊƻōŀōƭȅΦ ²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΚέ 

ά¦ƘΧέ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭǳƴŎƘǘƛƳŜΤ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ƘŜǊ peers playing outside in the 

courtyard; and the library was still empty. 

ά[ƻƻƪΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΚέ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ Lǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ WŜǎǎƛŎŀΩǎ 

ƘŀƭŦπŜŀǘŜƴ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘΦ άCƛƴƛǎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭǳƴŎƘΦ LΩƭƭ ǎƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ 

Jessica picked up her sandwich and took a bite, then looked over. The dragon was still sitting there watching her 

steadily. It seemed a little concerned about her. It had the same look in its eye as her mother did when Jessica was quiet 

during the car ride home, or when she was doing her homework on Saturday nights at the kitchen table. 

She knew heǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ friends. They all just 

happened to live really far away. Jessica knew she had a very rich social life online, and stayed up chatting with her 

friends in Australia until midnight sometimes. She had met them in chat rooms or on blogs about favorite bands they had 

in common, or their favorite book characters. She felt comfortable chatting with her friends through the blue light of her 

ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ ¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŦŀŎŜπǘƻπŦŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘπǎƻπŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǇŀǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅǎ back at school after vacations were 

the hardest. Jessica had spent the last two weeks talking to people all day, and today she had barely said two words to 

her homeroom teacher. 

άL ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭΣέ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŘ ƘŜǊ ƳƛƴŘΦ άL ƎŜǘ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƻƻΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΦέ 

άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƴŜƭȅΣέ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά!ƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘΦέ 



 

 

ά¸ƻǳ are ƭƻƴŜƭȅΣέ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜΦ άL Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ 

your face. You ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŀƭƭ ŘŀȅΦέ 

Jessica felt a wave of sadness settle over her limbs. If a stuffed dragon could even sense ƘŜǊ ƭƻƴŜƭƛƴŜǎǎΣ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

even want to think about what the other kids in school thought of her. 

άWǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ Ƙƛ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΣέ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻŦǘƭȅΦ άL ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǎŀȅ Ƙƛ ōŀŎƪΦέ 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǾŜπƳƛƴǳǘŜ ōŜƭƭ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǊŀƴƎΦ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ ǎƴƛŦŦŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭǘ ƘŜǊ eyes well up with tears. The 

ŘǊŀƎƻƴ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎtand how difficult that was going to be. When she looked up to say something, it was 

gone. Jessica looked around the room. The dragon was back in its corner, wings stiff and at the ready behind it. 

Jessica packed up the rest of her uneaten lunch. Clearly the dragon was trying to help just ƘŜǊΦ Lǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

come alive for everyone who ate alone in the library (but then again, how many people actually ate lunch alone in the 

library?). Maybe she should take its advice. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭǿŀȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ŀ ƎƛǊƭ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǎǎƛŎŀΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǊƻƻƳ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿŀǎ ŎǊƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ the floor, picking up pens, 

pencils, and highlighters that had clearly just dropped out of her empty pencil case, open beside her. Jessica, fighting the 

urge to just walk away, leaned down and picked up a few pens. 

ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

 The girl, Molly, lƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭƭȅΦ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ smiled back. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Week 5 questions:    Lonely  From ReadWorks.org 

 
1 . When do the events of the story take place?  

A on Jessicaôs very first day of school 

B on the day before Jessica leaves  school for winter vacation  
C on the day after Jessica returns to school from winter vacation  

D during the two weeks that make up Jessicaôs winter vacation 
 

2 . Jessica feels lonely at school.  
What evidence from the story supports this conclusion?  

A ñShe turned around and saw that the pink and orange, four - foot - tall, stuffed dragon that had lived in that exact 
corner of the library ever since she had  started at the school (almost six years ago) was stretching its wings and  

yawning.ò 
B ñJessica turned around slowly. The dragon wa s standing in front of her, one claw on the scaly area near what 

would be its waist, smiling and blinking. The  dragon looked confused.ò 
C ñThe first days back at school after vacations were the hardest. Jessica had spent the last two weeks talking to 

people all day, and today she had barely  said two words to her homeroom teacher.ò 
D ñIn the hallway outside the library, a girl from Jessicaôs homeroom class was crouched on the floor, picking up 

pens, pencils, and highlighters that had  clearly just dropped out of her empty pencil case, open beside her.ò 

 
3 . Why might Jessica have told the dragon that she is not lonely?  

A Jessica does not feel lonely  
B Jessica does not want to admit that she is lonely.  

C Jessica does not like the dragon ver y much.  
D Jessica does not have time to talk to the dragon.  

 
4 . What is the theme of the story?  

A Being honest is more important than being kind.  

B Friendships with people far away are more  valuable than friendships with people nearby.  
C Young people shoul d spend more time by themselves than with others.  
D A small effort at being friendly is all it takes to overcome loneliness.  

 



 

 

5 . Read the following sentences from the story:  ñóYou are lonely,ô the dragon said, leaning forward on the 

table to look at Jessica close in the eye. óI can see it in your face. You havenôt smiled all day.ô Jessica felt a wave 
of sadness settle over her limbs. If a stuffed dragon could even  sense her loneliness, she didnôt even want to 

think about what the other kids in school  thought of her.ò 
What does the phrase ña wave of sadness ò mean above? 

 
A a wave of water that splashes Jessica and makes her sad  
B a heat wave that comes out of the dragonôs mouth 

C a sound wave that hurts Jessicaôs ears 

D a strong feeling of sadness  

 
  



 

 

Week 6 questions:   Lizzie Escapes  and Lonely  From ReadWorks.org 

¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ά[ƻƴŜƭȅέ & ά[ƛȊȊƛŜ 9ǎŎŀǇŜǎέ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΥ 
 

1. Compare the way Jessica behaves to the way Lizzie behaves. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Would Jessica and Lizzie get along with each other? Support your answer with evidence from both stories. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

Week 7 text:   The U.S.S. Thompson  From ReadWorks.org 

By W.M. Akers  

 
 

A boy can have a lot of fun on an aircraft carrier. Harvey had been waiting for this trip for months, ever since his 

dad first asked him what he wanted to do for his birthday, and now that it was finally here he could hardly contain his 

ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ There were plenty of planes to look atτfighter jets from the United 

States and Great Britain and France and Japan and Israel and everywhere elseτbut on a ship the size of the U.S.S. 

Thompson, there is much more to do than look at planes. 

CƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǎƘǳǘǘƭŜΦ ²hen NASA stopped using the great big shuttles to fly astronauts into space, 

the government sent one of them to live on the Thompson. It was the biggest attraction on board the aircraft carrier, but 

it also had the biggest line, and Harvey did not have time to wait. There was too much to see! 

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ 5ŀŘΚέ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƪΚέ 



 

 

ά{ǳǊŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ IŀǊǾŜȅΩǎ ŘŀŘΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ {ǇƛǘŦƛǊŜ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦέ 

A Spitfire is an old British plane from World War II. It has a propeller, rounded wings and just one seat. Harvey knew all 

about Spitfires. Harvey knew all about planes. 

άhǊǊǊǊǊǊǊǊǊΣέ ǎŀƛŘ IŀǊǾŜȅΣ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΣ άǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ engine room. The engines 

on the Thompson are about as big aǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘΦέ 

ά{ǳǊŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘΦέ  

ά²ŀƛǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǿŀƛǘΗ LŦ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳƻǊȅΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ƎǳƴǎΦέ 

άhƪŀȅΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳƻǊȅΦέ 

άhƻƘΗ hǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎƘƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΗέ 

άLΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƭƭŜȅΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎ ƘŀƭƭΗ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎǊŀȊȅΣ ŘŀŘΚ ²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ōƻǊƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ ŎŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀ ǿƘŜƴ there are all these rooms 

ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴŜǎΚέ Iƛǎ ŘŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ IŀǊǾŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ been kidding. Nobody wanted to visit the mess hall. 

ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭΣ ƪƛŘŘƻΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 

Two hours later, Harvey and his father had been all over the great big ship. They had seen the deck, the armory, 

the engine room and everything else. They went onto the bridge, and climbed all the way up the conning tower. From 

there, they could see all the way down the river, to the cruise ships and freighters pulling in and out of the bay. 

ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ŎǊǳƛǎŜ ǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ōƛƎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ IŀǊǾŜȅΩǎ ŘŀŘΦ 

άtŦŦǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ IŀǊǾŜȅΦ άbƻǘ ŀǎ ōƛƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ThompsonΦ !ƴŘ L ōŜǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ {ǇƛǘŦƛǊŜΦέ 

The Spitfire was the highlight. Its machine guns were still attached, though of course they ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 

ŀƳƳǳƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ !ǎ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴǘȅπȅŜŀǊπƻƭŘ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜΣ IŀǊǾŜȅ realized it was as old as his grandfather. It 



 

 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŎƪǇƛǘΣ flying over the English countryside, with nothing above him but 

bright, blue sky. 

ά¢ƘŀǘΣέ ƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ άƛǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ Ŏƻƻƭ ǇƭŀƴŜΦ bƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ǿŜ ƎƻΚέ 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ōŀŘ ƴŜǿǎΦέ 

άhƘ ƴƻΦ ²ƘŀǘΚέ 

ά[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘ ŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ƎƻΦέ 

άhƘΣ ŎǊǳŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ IŀǊǾŜȅΦ ά¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎ ƘŀƭƭΦέ Harvey and his dad walked silently down the massive halls of the great 

ship, dreading the boredom of the mess hall. Harvey had seen cafeterias before. He ate in one every day. The food was 

the same in every cafeteria on land and at sea. What was the point in seeing where sailors fixed their tater tots? 

άhƘ ǿŜƭƭΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎΦ άLŦ ƻur only option is to leave the Thompson, I guess we can spend 

ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘΦΦΦǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŎŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΗέ 

It was gigantic, a great long hall filled with gleaming tables, all decorated in a cowboy theme. On one end was the 

window to the kitchen, which Harvey raced to see. How could they have possibly made enough food for this many 

people? 

ά²ƻǿΣ ŘŀŘΗέ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘΦ ά[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǘΗ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ aƻƳΩǎ ŎŀǊΗέ 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ Ǉƻǘ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ŀŘΣ ǳƴŘŜƴƛŀōƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ 

άL ǿƻƴŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ IŀǊǾŜȅΦ 

ά!ōƻǳǘ слл ǇƻǳƴŘǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ! ǿǊƛƴƪƭŜŘ ƻƭŘ Ƴŀƴ ǎǘƻƻŘΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ the glass at the 

gleaming kitchen equipment. 

ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ ŀǎƪŜŘ IŀǊǾŜȅΦ 



 

 

ά{ƘƛǇΩǎ ŎƻƻƪΣ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ wŜȄ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άbƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳΣέ ǎŀƛŘ IŀǊǾŜȅΩǎ ŘŀŘΦ ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ThompsonΚέ 

άL ŘƛŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ wŜȄΦ άwƛƎƘǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ L Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ǎƻ ŎƭŜŀƴΦέ 

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳΦΦΦŘƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΚέ ŀǎƪŜŘ IŀǊǾŜȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ƭƛǘ ǳp, and he smiled as he began to speak. He worked at a hamburger stand before he joined 

the Navy, he said, and when it came time for assignments aboard the ship, he was assigned to work in the galley. 

άaƻǎǘƭȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL Ǝƻǘ ǎƻ L Ŏould peel a potato inside of ten seconds, toss it in that pot, 

and move on to the next one. When we were going good, we could ǎŜǊǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ млΣллл ƳŜŀƭǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΦέ 

 When he finished telling them about life in the galley, Rex took Harvey and his father back through the ship, telling 

ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ ǎƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƻǳǊΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ time he finished, Harvey knew everything there was 

to know about the U.S.S. Thompson. It was a perfect birthday. Not only did he get to go on an aircraft carrierτhe got to 

tour it twice! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Week 7 questions:   The U.S.S. Thompson From ReadWorks.org 

 
 

1 . What is the U.S.S. Thompson ? 

A a type of ship known as an aircraft carrier  
B a type of airplane with a propeller and rounded wings  

C a type of pot that can hold about 600 pounds of potatoes  
D a type of engine so big that it needs its own room  

 
 

2 . There is a lot to look at on the U.S.S. Thompson .  
What evidence from the story supports this statement?  

A Harvey expects the mess hall on the U.S.S. Thompson to be a boring old cafeteria.  
B The U.S.S. Thompson has planes, a space shuttle, and an armory on board.  

C The machine guns attached to the Spitfire do not have any ammunition in them.  
D Rex Phillips worked at a hamburger stand before he joined th e Navy.  

 
3 . How do Harveyôs feelings about the galley change when he visits it? 

A He becomes more afraid of it.  

B He becomes less afraid of it.  
C He becomes more interested in it.  

D He becomes less interested in it.  
 

4 . What is this story mainly about?  
A the shuttles that NASA once used to fly astronauts into space  

B fighter jets from the United States, Great Britain, and France  
C a boy who visits an aircraft carrier with his father  

D a cook who can peel a potato in fewer than ten seconds  
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

5 . Read the following sentences: ñNot only did he get to go on an aircraft carrierðhe got  

to tour  it twice!ò 
What does ñtour ò mean in the sentence above?  

A to travel around somewhere  
B to get lost in a new place  

C to fly in a plane for the first time  
D to mov e something from one place to another  
 

  



 

 

Week 8 text:   The Old Stone House  From ReadWorks.org 

W.M. Akers  

 
 

 On July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was signed, and the Revolutionary War was about to begin. 
Seven weeks later, on August 22, 1776, the British Army invaded New York. The British chose to attack Brooklyn, a village 
across the East River from Manhattan. General DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ tŀǘǊƛƻǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 
were ready to fight, but they were badly outnumbered. The British had about 20,000 soldiers. The Americans had fewer 
than 13,000. 

The battle started on August 27, when British soldiers raided a watermelon patch, and were fired upon by 
American troops. The Americans retreated northward, fighting as they went. The British surrounded the Americans, who 
fled across the Gowanus Creek. To keep back the British, they left behind a group of soldiers from Maryland: just a few 
hundred Americans to hold off 2,000 Redcoats (British Army soldiers). 

The British were fighting from in front of the Old Stone Houseτa farmhouse built in 1699. The Marylanders 
attacked the house six times. Nearly all of them were killed or captured. As he watched from a nearby hill, General 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άDƻƻŘ DƻŘΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ōǊŀǾŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ƭƻǎŜΦέ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ 



 

 

rest of the American army was able to escape. Had it not been for the fighting at the Old Stone House, the war could 
have been lost that morning.  

The Revolution survived, and so did the Old Stone House. The family home of the Vechte family was sold to the 
Cortelyous in 1783. In the late 19th century, it served as the clubhouse for the baseball team that would later be named 
the Brooklyn Dodgers. In 1897, the house was destroyed and buried. Thirty years later, it was dug up and rebuilt by the 
New York City Parks Department. 

ά9ƛƎƘǘȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ hƭŘ {ǘƻƴŜ IƻǳǎŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ YƛƳōŜǊƭȅ aŀƛŜǊΣ άƛǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΦέ 
On the outside, the house looks just as it did in 1699. On the inside, there is an exhibit about the Battle of Brooklyn 

and the men who died there. There are uniforms like the soldiers would have worn, maps of the battle, and a diorama of 
the fighting around the house. Six thousand children come every year to learn about the house. Maier and her staff teach 
them not just about the battle, but about what life was like in the 18th century. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¸ƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ŘǊŜǎǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ had to weave it and cut 
the cloth and sew it together. The chores were so much more than just ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜŘΦέ 

Maier said that school children are most surprised when they learn what playtime was like in the 18th century. To 
kids today, 18th century fun looks a lot like work. 

άYƛŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ ƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊƴ ōǳǘǘŜǊΣέ aŀƛŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
Children would do basic weaving, or help in the kitchen. As they got better at these tasks, they would learn more 

ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǘŀǎƪǎΦ 9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǿƴπǳǇΦ ²ƘŜƴ they played outside, they didn't have rubber 
balls. Instead, they used an inflated pig's bladder. 

Outside the Old Stone House is a park. A few years ago, it was rebuilt. It has swings, fountains, and jungle gyms. 
Children play there every dayτand they don't have to use a butter churn. 

 

 

 
  



 

 

Week 8 questions:   The Old Stone House  From ReadWorks.org 

 
1 . Where is the Old Stone House?  

A Maryland  
B Britain  

C New York  

D Washington  
 

2 . What is does the author describe at the end of the passage?  
A what life was like in the 18 th  century  

B an exhibit about the Battle of Brooklyn  
C how George Washington escaped from the British  

D how the Old Stone House was destroyed and rebuilt  
 

3 . The Old Stone House played an important role in the American Revolution. What evidence from the 
passage supports this conclusion?  

A ñThe British surrounded the Americans, who fled across the Gowanus Creek.ò 
B ñHad it not been for the fighting at the Old Stone House, the war could have been lost that morning.ò  

C ñThe British chose to attack Brooklyn, a village across the river from Manhattan, where General George 
Washington had his army.ò 

D ñThe Marylanders attacked the house six times. Nearly all of them were killed or captured.ò 

 
4 . The passage states, ñBecause of the sacrifice of the Marylanders, the American Army was able to 

escape.ò What was the sacrifice of the Marylanders? 
A  They risked the Old Stone House to hold off 2,000 Redcoats.  

B  They risked their lives fighting with the American Army.  
C  They risked their lives to help the 2,000 R edcoats.  

D  They risked their lives to hold off 2,000 Redcoats  
 

5 . Read the following sentences; ñThe Patriot forces were ready to fight, but they were badly 
outnumbered . The British had about 20,000 soldiers. The Americans had fewer than 13,000.ò What 

does ñthey were badly outnumbered ò mean? 
A  There were far more British soldiers than American soldiers.  



 

 

B  There was no way for the American soldiers to win.  

C  The Americans couldnôt count the number of British soldiers.  
D  The American soldiers were be tter than the British soldiers.  

 

  



 

 

Week 9 questions:   The U.S.S. Thompson  and The Old Stone House  From ReadWorks.org 
 
 Part 3Υ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ά¢ƘŜ hƭŘ {ǘƻƴŜ IƻǳǎŜέ & ά¢ƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ{Φ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴέ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΥ  
 

1. How are the Old Stone House and the U.S.S. Thompson alike?  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
2. Both texts give information about a real place. What is different about how they present this information? Support 
your answer with evidence from both texts. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
  



 

 

Week 10 text and questions:   Fireflies in the Garden  From ReadWorks.org 

By Robert Lee Frost  
 

1    Here come real stars to fill the upper skies, 
2    And here on earth come emulating flies, 
3    That though they never equal stars in size, 
4    (And they were never really stars at heart) 
5     Achieve at times a very star-like start. 
6     Only, of course, they can't sustain the part. 
 
1. Reread lines 2 - 6. What can you conclude from these lines?  

A  The fireflies cannot act like they are stars for very long.  
B  The f ireflies do not want to be like stars.  

C  The fireflies are able to shine brightly like stars without ever stopping.  
D  The fireflies can grow to be the same size as stars.  

 
2. What is the main idea of this poem?  

A Although stars are larger in size, fir eflies are more beautiful than stars.  
B Fireflies live in the garden, while stars appear in the sky.  

C Fireflies can seem very star - like, but only for a short time.  
D Fireflies and stars are both interesting things to study.  

 
3. Reread lines 3 - 6. Why might the poet have included the phrase ñof courseò in line 6? 

A to show that the poet does not really know much about fireflies  

B to show that the poet thought the fireflies would be able to sustain the part  
C to show that the poet wishes that fireflies c ould sustain the part  

D to show that the poet is not surprised that fireflies cannot sustain the part  
 

 



 

 

4. Reread lines 2 -5. Why might the poet have chosen to use the word ñachieveò in line 5? 

A  to make it seem like fireflies do not want to look like star s 
B  to make it seem like fireflies sometimes look like stars by accident  

C  to make it seem like fireflies are very intelligent insects  
D  to make it seem like fireflies are trying and succeeding at looking like stars  

 
5. What does the word ñtheyò refer to throughout the poem?  

A  skies  
B  flies  

C  stars  
D  parts  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Week 10 text:   A Bird Came Down the Walk  From ReadWorks.org 

By Emily Dickinson  
A Bird came down the Walkτ 
He did not know I sawτ 
He bit an Angleworm in halves 
And ate the fellow, raw, 
 
And then he drank a Dew                                                5 

From a convenient Grassτ 
And then hopped sidewise to the Wall 
To let a Beetle passτ 
 

He glanced with rapid eyes                                              
That hurried all aroundτ                                                10                                   

They looked like frightened Beads, I thoughtτ 
He stirred his Velvet Head 

 
Like one in danger, Cautious, 
I offered him a Crumb 
And he unrolled his feathers                                           15 

And rowed him softer homeτ 
 
Than Oars divide the Ocean, 
Too silver for a seamτ 
Or Butterflies, off Banks of Noon 
Leap, plashless as they swim.                                          20 

 
 
 



 

 

Week 10 questions:   A Bird Came Down the Walk  From ReadWorks.org 

 

1. Read lines 9-13 of the poem. Based on this evidence, what can you conclude about how the bird is feeling? 
A. The bird feels nervous and scared. 

B. The bird feels proud and strong. 

C. The bird feels excited and happy. 

D. The bird feels bored and restless. 

 

2. When in the poem does the bird most likely notice that the speaker is watching him? 
A. lines 9-10 

B. lines 17-18 

C. lines 1-2 

D. lines 7-8 

 

3. What is the main idea of this poem? 
A. A bird comes down the walk and then swims through a puddle of water. 

B. A bird comes down the walk and eats crumbs out of the speaker's hand. 

C. A bird comes down the walk, eats a worm, and drinks a dewdrop from some grass. 

D. A bird comes down the walk but flies away when the speaker offers him a crumb. 

 

4. Reread lines 12-17 from the poem. What does the phrase "rowed him softer home" mean here? 
A. chirped quietly 

B. hopped onto a boat 

C. flew away softly 

D. swam through a puddle 

 

5. Reread lines 9-11 from the poem. To whom or what does the word "they" refer? 
A. the speaker and the bird 

B. the bird and his friends 

C. the bird's wings 

D. the bird's eyes 

 

 

 



 

 

Week 10 text:   September  From ReadWorks.org 

By Helen Hunt Jackson  

 
The golden - rod is yellow;  
 The corn is turning brown;  
The trees in apple orchards  
 With fruit are bending down.  
 

The gentianôs bluest fringes              5  
 Are curling in the sun;  
In dusky pods the milkweed  
 Its hidden silk has spun.  
 
The sedges flaunt their harvest  
 In every meadow nook;            10  
And asters by the brookside  

 Make asters in the brook.  
 
From dewy lanes at morning  
 The grapesô sweet odors rise;  
At noon the roads all flutter             15  
 With golden butterflies.  
 
By all these lovely tokens  
 September days are here,  
With summerôs best of weather,  
And autumnôs best of cheer.          20 

 



 

 

Week 10 questions:   September  From ReadWorks.org 

 
1. Reread lines 17 - 20. Based on this evidence, how does the poet most likely feel about the month of 

September?  
A  The poet probably does not feel strongly about September.  

B  The poet probably thinks September is too cold.  
C  The poet probably dislikes September.   

D  The poet probably likes September a lot.  
 

2. Reread lines 15 - 16. Based on these lines and what is described in the rest of thed poem, what does 
the poet most likey mean by ñgolden butterfliesò? 

A  gold -covered cars driving down the road  
B  golden leaves falling onto the road  

C  valuable plants growin g on the sides of roads  

D  golden coins falling from peopleôs pockets 
 

3. Reread lines 13 -19. What does the poet most likely mean by the word ñtokensò? 
A  signs                  B  coins  

C  days                   D  scents  
 

4. Read these lines from the poe m:  
In dusky pods the milkweed  

 Its hidden silk has spun  
Which of these lines had the same meaning as the second line?  

A  Will hide its spinning silk.  
B  Has spun its hidden silk.  

C  Its hidden silk is spinning.   
D  Its hidden silk will spin.  

 

5. What is this poem mostly about?  
A  The smell of grapes in September  

B  The beauty of nature in September  
C  The cold weather of September   

D  The cheerfulness of people in September  



 

 

Look for these Notice and Note signposts when reading your self-selected books this summer. The recommended book lists at the top of this 

packet have ideas for new, exciting books to read! Be sure to stop and talk about the key questions once you notice a signpost.  
                                                              


